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Sooty Snow Attributed to Use of 

Surplus Coal in 

Almost two weeks ago, the 
service building smokestack be¬ 
gan to emit black smoke. At 
the same time, snow all over 
campus began to turn black 

According to plant engineer 
Harvey Drinkwlne, the black snow 
is only temporary and “nothing 
to worry about.” The college is 
burning up its coal stockpiles 
at present in a new coal stok¬ 
er, which is not yet fully ad¬ 
justed Until Mr. Drinkwlne can 
correct this, he said, there will 
be some black snow. The stok¬ 
er produces 24,000 pounds of 
steam per hour for the plant, 
which heats every building on 
campus. 

All winter, the college has 
been using oil at the heating 
plant. Usually, only steam comes 
out of the smokestack, the coal 

Heating Plant 
being used only as a backup to 
the oil-burning system.However, 
since it would be dangerous to 
store coal, Drinkwlne said the 
plant always burns up its reserve 
supply. 

The only pollution is black 
snow. The sulpher content of the 
coal now being burned is even 
less than that of oil, and the 
plant is well within the pollu¬ 
tion restrictions of the state of 
Vermont The plant will be burn¬ 
ing a fuel with a negligible sul¬ 
phur content as soon as the fuel 
is available. Other pollution de¬ 
vices, Including ash collectors 
and over-air fires, are also in 
operation at the service building. 

“If you can find any plant 
in the state of Vermont that 
meets pollution standards better 
than we do, I'd like to know a- 
bout it,” challenges Mr. Drink- 
wine 

Green Proposal Provokes Opposition 
“Get your Irish up. 
Save the Green.” 
“Tis the Wearing O 
the Green. Let’s not 
see our Green wcarin’ 
blacktop.” 

Such placards opposing the 
recent Selectmen proposal,to use 
the area behind St Stephen’s 
Church as a possible parking lot, 
were tacked up in the town on 
St. Patrick’s Day. But the pub¬ 
lic opposition Included more than 
mere irishmen and the negative 
sentiment continued after March 
17 . Telephone calls to the Town 
Manager’s offices, petitions 
agalnr-t the proposal, and even 
talk of boycotting members of 
the Business Bureau who favored 
the idea, defined fhe reaction of 
Middlebury residents to the sug¬ 
gestion of doing away with the 
traditional New England Town 
Green. 

by Ana Car> 

Middlebury Selectmen con¬ 
sidered the idea at a meeting 
Tuesday, March 9, in the Mun¬ 
icipal Building Although the lo¬ 
cal news source, the “Addison 
County Independent”, glvescred- 
it to Selectmen Bernard Cole 
for the suggestion, the town flor¬ 
ist and Selectman made it clear 
at an ABC (Action for a Bet¬ 
ter Community) Meeting, Thurs¬ 
day, March 18 at the Middlebury 
Inn that the proposal.was not j 
his, but that of a Selectman 
“with a similar name”—Earl 
Cone. Among others attending the 
ABC Meeting were a significant 
number of College students, High 
School students, 3 Selectmen, a 
representative from the Garden 
Club and others Interested In op- 
posing the proposal that a road¬ 
way or parking area be built 
on the Village Green 

No one at the meeting, in¬ 
cluding the 3 Selectmen (Carrara, 
Cole and Deppman) seemed to 
be in favor of the proposal. 
Furthermore, Carrara claimed 
that if the full Board of Sel¬ 
ectmen were polled “they would 
be against it*” The general feel¬ 
ing expressed by the public off¬ 
icials was that the issue had 
been “blown out of proportion”. 

Nevertheless, tentative 
plans and a “sketch” of the St. 
Stephen’s area were asked for by 
the Selectmen from the Super¬ 
visor of Public Works, Bernard 
Burby, and the question was 
thrown out to be considered by 
the ABC. 

Mr. Vincent Malmstrom, 
Geography Professor at the Col- 

Cuntinued on page lb 

The Destruction of Laos 

“SECRET WAR, SECRET ARMY 
By Sieve Early 

Much has been written recently 
about America’s relations with the tiny 
Kingdom of Laos. When Allied forces 
launched an Invasion of the country 
last month, U.S. ground troops stopped 
at the Laotian border and sent across 
their South Vietnamese counterparts 
This was widely cited as evidence of 
American respect for Laotian neutrality 
;and the 1962 Geneva Agreements which 
supposedly guaranteed it 

The Saigon troops, ol course, would 
not have been able to undertake the 
operation without massive American air, 
artillery, and logistical support—par¬ 
ticularly air power. The U.S. has 
stepped up B-52 raids on the Ho Chi 
Mlnh trail and filled the skies of south¬ 
ern Laos with American helicopters, 
over 400 of which have been shot down. 
The U.S. military is prohibited by the 
Cooper-Church Amendment from enga¬ 
ging in ground comhat operations, but 
American forces are uninvolved in “com¬ 
bat” only if it is so narrowly con¬ 
strued. 

Two recent dispatches in The New 
York Times (March 10 and 11) provide 
a timely reminder of the other war 
in Laos—the “secret war” in which 
Amertca has been deeply and directly 
involved for many years. The re¬ 
ports, by Times Correspondent Hen¬ 
ry Kamm, suggest that the 1962 Geneva 
accords neutralising Laos and barring 
foreign military involvement have not 

been much of an obstacle to the United 
States. For the last seven years A- 
merican military personnel have train¬ 
ed, supplied and led the major anti¬ 
communist fighting force in Laos and 
American planes have conducted exten¬ 
sive bombing throughout the country. 

The Americans on the ground are 
primarily agents of the Central In¬ 
telligence Agency, former members of 
the Special Forces, or Green Berets, 
who operate under the civilian cover 
of the Agency for International De- 
velopment. According to Kamm, 
“Though it conducts only ordinary in¬ 
telligence activities elsewhere, the 
CIA in Laos takes an active part in 
managing an army at war.” The ar¬ 
my in question is the so-called “ar- 
mee clandestine,” a mercenary out¬ 
fit composed of Meo tribesmen. The 
Meo are a primitive mountain people 
who have a long history of antagonism 
toward the ethnic Lao or lowlanders. 
The United States recruited them to 
bolster the Royal Lao Government in 
its civil war with the proCommunist 
Pathet Lao. 

Headed by “neutralist” Prince 
Souvanna Phouma, the Lao Govern¬ 
ment is only nominally neutral and is, 
in fact, quite pro-Western and totally 
dependent on American economic and 
military assistance. The Pathet Lao 
represent an indigenous revolutionary 
nationalist movement analagous to the 
National Liberation Front in South Viet¬ 
nam. As the scope of American inter¬ 
vention in Laos has widened, they— 
like the NLF—have come to rely in¬ 

creasingly on the support of the North 
Vietnamese. 

Vietnamese Communist forces have 
controlled border areas of the Laotian 
panhandle for at least the last decade. 
The Laotian corridor has provided North 
Vietnam with access to the South via 
the Ho Chi Mlnh trail. (The Intensity 
of fighting in this area in recent weeks 
testifies to the Importance of the link.) 
North Vietnam’s other objectives in Laos 
have remained constant over the years: 
Hanoi seeks to secure its own western 
borders and ensure the establishment 
of a politically congenial, or at least 
nonhostile, neighboring regime. 

These minimum requirements would 
have been met if the United States 

had abided by the out come of the 1954 

Geneva Accords. The 1954 agreements 
provided for the re-unification of North 
and South Vietnam and the neutrali¬ 
sation of Laos and Cambodia. The 
latter were to have served as inde¬ 
pendent buffer states between a united 
and inevitably Communist Vietnam and 
pro-Western Thailand. Yet Just as the 
U.S. set out to create an anticommun- 
1st regime in South Vietnam under Ngo 
Kinh Diem, it also opposed the crea¬ 
tion of a truly neutralist government 
in Laos. 

With American backing, Diem in 
1956 refused to permit the national e- 
lecttons called for at Geneva—largely 
because they would have led to the 
victory of Ho Chi Mlnh and the Com- 
munlst-led Viet Mlnh. In Laos, par¬ 
liamentary elections were held in 1958 

continued on page three 
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Environmental Quality Notes TO THE EDITOR 

At a meeting of college, high 
school, and community envlro- 
mentally-orlented groups early 
In March It was decided that 
the six groups present would 
work together on state-wide and 
Addison County ecological ls- 
sue«. 

Members of the Action for 
a Better Community (ABC), the 
Addison Audubon Conservancy, 
the Mlddlebury Garden Club. 
MUHS’ Students Concerned for 
the Envlroment, and the college’s 
envlromental Quality and Zero 
Population Growth organisations 
met two weeks ago In the 
Congregational Church to discuss 
the feasibility and legality of 
a municipal ordinance outlawing 
phosphate detergents and envi¬ 
ronmentally dangerous pesticides. 

Discussion also turned to 
bills of environment al concern 
presently under consideration In 
the state legislature on abor¬ 
tion, control of snowmobiles, and 
the use of non-returnable bot¬ 

tles. The group also plans to 
sponsor a film "The Time of 
Man" In the near future. 

Fact Sheets concerning (1) 
phosphates in detergents,(2)pes¬ 
ticides and their uses(3) 30 ways 
to«depollute the earth, plus the 
1970 E.Q. Index on the status 
of the envlroment are available 
In the FQ-ZPG Office lnthehase- 
ment of Hadley 

^ Environmental Quality organi¬ 
sed a petition and letter writing 
campaign to support three bills 
currently In the Vermont State 
Legislature, the results of which 
were taken to representatives In 
Montpelier by four members of 
the EQ. 

About 350 signatures were 
received on each of the follow¬ 
ing petitions; (1) a bill to ban 
non-returnable bottles and cans, 
(2) a bill for abortion reform 
which would allow abortion ad¬ 
ministered by a legal physician 
up to 20 weeks after conception 
with the mother’s consent and 
also after 20 weeks If the moth- 

Vermont Group 
Supports Gibb Proposal 

by Steve Olson 

To combat a growing threat 
to ecology, quiet, and property 
rights, a group named Ver¬ 
monters for the Restriction of 
Snowmobiles has been formed. 
They are organlced In opposi¬ 
tion to the owners of the 30,000 
odd snowmobiles In Vermont, 
and support the Gibb bill, pres¬ 
ently before the Vermont leg¬ 
islature. The group is 3 months 
old, and has managed to collect 
600 signatures on a petition to 
be presented to the legislature. 

Catonsville 
Nine doming 

Coming together out of a 
"desire, however modest, to do 
something as a group to ex¬ 

press our concern over the 
war," about 20 concerned Mld¬ 
dlebury students, faculty mem¬ 
bers, and townspeople have 
joined together to perform, or 
"share," as many of them put 
it, the experience of the Cat- 
onsvllle Nine. 

The "sharing" will Involve 
a performance of Daniel Berr- 
igan’s play The Trial of the 
C atonsville Nine, which Is based 
on the trial of nine anti-war 
protesters. Including Philip 
Berrlgan, for burning draft re¬ 
cords at Catonsvtlle, Maryland, 
on May 17, 1968. 

Directed by Simon Baren- 
baum of the French Depart¬ 
ment, the group has met twice, 
first for the purpose of getting 
together Interested people, and 
a second time, just this last 
Sunday, for a reading of the 
play and further discussion of 
the group’s goals and purposes. 
Mr. Barenbaum emphasised the 
solidarity of the group based 
only on a common wish to bring 
the war to an end. The group 
Is, consequently, represen¬ 
tative not of the wishes of any 
one group seeking an end to 
the war, although It may have 
people from those groups, but 
seeks only to bring together 
people from all parts of the 
community, regardless of their 
affiliation. In an effort to ex¬ 
press their concern In a mean¬ 
ingful way. 

The group has tentatively 
planned a "sharing” of the Cat. 
onsvllle Nine’s experience 
sometime in April in conjunc¬ 
tion with the. presentation of a 
film entitled "Daniel Berrlgan: 
The Holy Outlaw." 

The Gibb bill would es¬ 
tablish a minimum age require¬ 
ment of 16 years for a li¬ 
cense which Is not even need¬ 

ed now. It also clarifies and 
stiffens the trespass laws as 
related to snowmobiles. 
Presently the absence of 
a "posted" sign constitutes a 
legal Invitation to rush about on 
snowmobiles. The law would 
state that snowmobiles may only 
go on lands that are posted with 
an Invitation to snowmobiles. 

The Vermonters want to e- 
ventually eliminate all snow¬ 
mobiles except those owned by 
police and game wardens from 
the state forests, ban snow¬ 
mobiles form all public roads, 

ana tax them quite heavily as 
well. 

When Bombardier In¬ 
dustries sold the first skl-doo, 
they couldn't have Imagined the 
market that they'd stumbled on 
to. In the ensuing seven years, 
the snowmobile has changed the 
face of the forest In winter. 
What was once the strong-hold 
of wlld-llfe, snow-shoers, and 
touring skiers Is now the do¬ 
main of normal people who can 
penetrate deep Into the wild¬ 
erness with ease and comfort. 
Thoes who were once bored 
sitting Inside during the cold 
months are now excited sitting 
outside on their snowmobiles. 

Snowmobiles have brought 
money, trash, noise, a profound 
disregard for the natural 
balance of things, and their own 
peculiar form of rural blight 
with them into the forest. 

Their negative effects are 
many. They destroy underbrush 
and young plant growth by run- 
nlng them over when the cold 
has made them brittle. They 
kill animals by depriving them 
of food, frightening them Into 
running, which weakens them, 
and maliciously running them 
down. The tracks of the mach¬ 
ines also provide perfect paths 
for packs of dogs to follow into 
the woods and bring down deer. 
Snowmobllers spread trash lib¬ 
erally, disregard the rights of 
property owners, and cause; 
damage to crops. The presence 
of snowmobiles and snowmob¬ 
llers have greatly endangered 
the forests, and lowered the 
»p«fhetlc value of going there. 

The positive values of the 
snowmobllers are harder to 
find. They seem only to offer 
the dubious advantage of one 

Continued on page 15 

er’s life Is In danger, (3) a bill 
for snowmobile control which 
would (among other things) limit 
the use of snowmobiles on pub¬ 
lic and private lands and att¬ 
empt to cut down the noise level 

Thursday, March 18, Frank 
Pallone, Charles Reding, Bob 
McGlrr, and Kathy Fraser from 
EQ went to Montpelier and pres¬ 
ented the petitions. 

Royal Cutts, chairman of the 
House Natural Resources Com¬ 
mittee received the petitions con¬ 
cerning the non-returnable bot¬ 
tle and can ban The proposed 
amendment concerning this bill 
does not outlaw non-returnables 
as such, but Instead a 5 cent 
deposit will be refunded upon 
demand for all bottles, cans, 
or plastic containers of beer or 
soft drinks. It is expected that 
such a measure will force the 
recycling by wholesalers of cans 
and cause non-returnable t>ottles 
to be replaced by returnables or 
at least to be recycled Mr. 
Underwood, of Mlddlebury, is 
strongly In favor of the bill, which 
will come to the floor this week 

The petitions concerning 
snowmobile control were pres¬ 
ented to Senator Art Gibb, who 
represents Mlddlebury. He is the 
bill’s sponsor and happily reports 
that no significant changes in 
Its proposals have been made. 
This bill also comes to the Sen. 
ate this week. 

Representative Sholes of 
Mlddlebury, a staunch supporter 
of the abortion reform bill, re¬ 

ceived its petitions. The com¬ 
mittee on the Judiciary has al¬ 
ready begun discussion of the 
abortion reforms. 

The grey lady crys. Isn’t it funny? 
To The Editor: 

Look at the grey lady. She 
Is being killed by a warplane, 
flatulent death dropping sand 
and feces all over her.Chuckle 

Look at the grey lady. She 
Is crying. Her tear is crystal 
and slow. Ooh. Ah, How bee- 
ootlful 

See the mottled green hor¬ 
ror devour the grey people. 
Giggle. The grey people’s hands 
alone are supplicants to the red 
sky. Cough cough. 

The average SAT score of 
a Mlddlebury audience squats 

Old 

Chapel 

Dlotes 

firmly somewhere in the mid- 
600’s. This would seem to show 
that a high degree of academic 
ability does not necessarily en- 
compass anv degree of sensi¬ 
tivity whatever. The Bread and 
Puppett Theater's work "Grey 
Lady Cantata" Is a slow rite of 
silence, the grotesque, and 
horror. People here seem to 
have confused It with Dick Van 
Dyke. 

It is too easy to laugh when 
confronted with the terror we 
are capable of. It is an easy 
way out of response. Death is 
not funny; it Is at its least 
an uncomfortable sight, but 
when you're uncomfortable you 
can always giggle and turn a 
death rattle Into a pratfall. 
It Is your pratfall, after all. 
My god, need it be explained 
when to sob? Or have you al¬ 
ready died while checking in the 
right square on your aptitude 
test score sheets? 

Tears are not merely an 
evening’s diversion. 

Students who want to apply 
for permission to live off cam¬ 
pus 1971-72 must do so in writ¬ 
ing to the Dean’s office by March 
31st. Only the most compelling 
personal reasons will be con¬ 
sidered by a committee of deans. 
Students will be notified of de¬ 
cisions in time for room draw. 

At the last faculty meeting, 
the EPC recommended to up¬ 
hold the current ruling about 
lncompletes. Incompletes are 
Initiated by the instructor when 
he Is convinced there Is a justi¬ 
fiable reason They are sub¬ 
ject to the approval of the Dean 
of Students. Incompletes, which 
do not have the Dean’s approval 
will be recorded as a failure. 

In conjunction with Its ex¬ 
panding community interests the 
Environmental Quality will spon¬ 
sor an Environment Conference 
from May 7-9. Interested High 
School students, plus represen¬ 
tatives from various envlromen- 
tallv oriented groups in neighbor¬ 
ing towns and colleges in Ver- 
ment will be Invited 

Governor Deane Davis will 
open the conference with a lec¬ 
ture on Friday night. Don Web¬ 
ster, head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, will be here 
to lecture and answer questions 
Saturday Members of the Mld¬ 
dlebury faculty and student body 
and representatives from the Rip- 
ton Environmental^ enter will also 
give lectures, hopefully followed 

by discussion throughout the 
weekend 

Applications for residence 
in the Chateau for 1971-72 are 
now available and should be 
filled out and returned to the 
French Department office (Sun¬ 
derland 219-220) by April 2,1971. 

Applications may be ob¬ 
tained from any department 
member, or directly from the 
office any weekday morning 

''■piHf'trtq 
Eves. 7 & 9 pm 

Wed. Thurs. Sat. 

Emanuel l Wot resents Dl JLtID ARTISTS FUI 

CLAUDE CHABROLS 

nils Him 
Must Die 

Winner-lntnational Film 

Award. Year’s Best Film 

A THRILLER 

ROW!|SOB 
<*. 

LEVY GARDNER LAVEN 

rAAli 
TrW- 

Sun. Mon. Tues. 

YEAR’S BEST 

FOREIGN FILM 

TAKE YOUR 

DATE 

FIRST RATE! 

THE DOG TEAM 
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Continued from page I 
and members of the Neo Lao Hak Sat, 
the political arm of the Pathet Lao, 
won 13 out of 20 seats in the National 
Assembly. PrinceSouphanouvong—half- 
brother of Souvanna Phouma and then, 
as now, leader of the Pathet Lao—re¬ 
ceived the most votes. He and anoth¬ 
er prominent leftist joined a coalition 
government headed by Souvanna Phouma; 
and Pathet Lao forces, which had fought 
against the French alongside the Viet 
Mlnh, were demobilized. 

America responded to the electoral 
victory of the Laotian Left by stepping 
up its aid to the Royal Lao Army and 
other right-wing elements. A series 
of coups and counter-coups followed, 
resulting in the polarization of the 
country's internal politics. Unwilling 
to support (a then) genuine neutralist 
leader like Souvanna Phouma, the 
U.S. consistently favored conservative 
military and political figures, who forc¬ 
ed the Pathet Lao back into active in¬ 
surgency. One last attempt at coali¬ 
tion was made in 1962. The Great 
Powers again met at Geneva and agreed 
on the establishment of a government 
composed of all three factions—right, 
left, and neutral. The agreement broke 
down after a series of assassinations 
threatened Pathet Lao representatives 
and left-wing neutralists. The Pathet 
Lao leadership retreated to its rural 
base, reactivated its forces, and civil 
conflict ensued. 

Laos assumed increasing strategic 
importance as America escalated the 
war in Vietnam But even before the 
UJS. started bombing the North in Feb¬ 
ruary, 1965, American pilots based in 
Thailand were flying combat missions 
over the Ho Chi Mlnh trail and large 
areas of northern Laos. The trail 
was an obvious target; it was one of 
the main supply lines of NLF and, la¬ 
ter, North Vietnamese forces active in 
the South The northern Laotian pro¬ 
vinces, closer to China than to South 
Vietnam, came under attack because 

they were controlled by the Pathet 
Lao. Since 1964, the UjS. Air Force 
has regularly bombed Pathet Lao troop 
concentrations and supply centers and 
provided close air support for ground 
operations by the Royal Lao Army and 

Meo mercenaries 

After 1965, the North Vietnamese 
presence increased as Hanoi’s troops 
moved in to fortify the Ho Chi Mlnh 
trail in southern Laos and aid the 

embattled Pathet Lao in the north. Of 
particular concern to the Vietnamese 
Communists was the fact that the U.S. 
had constructed several highly sophis¬ 
ticated radar stations in Laos to guide 
its Thai-based bombers on raids a- 
gainst North Vietnam. The creation of 
forward air control bases on Laotian 
territory and seasonal offensives by the 
clandestine army upset the country's 
political and military balance 

The U.S. was not content to allow 
the Royal Lao Government and the 
Pathet Lao shadow-government to con¬ 
tinue their uneasy coexistence. (By 
this time, as much as 40 percent of 
the country and over a third of the 
population was in Pathet Lao hands.) 
After the limited bombing halt over 
North Vietnam was declared in March, 
1968, the brunt of American air power 
was shifted to Laos; when bombing 
of the North wds completely halted 
in the fall of 1968, air attacks were 
esclated four- and five-fold and U.S. 
fighter-bombers and B-52’s proceeded 
to pound the country with even greater 
Intensity than before. 

The full story of this ’’secret war” 
has been revealed only slowly and af¬ 
ter painstaking investigation. It took 
months of testimony by top govern¬ 
ment officials before a Senate Foreign 
Relations Sub-Committee chaired by 
Stuart Symington could discover the 
extent of America'sLaotlan Involvement. 
The Symington Subcommittee report— 
heavily censored and its release long-j 

WAR, SECRET ARMY 
delayed—described the Air Force's pre¬ 
viously unreported raids on Pathet Lao 
zones. Even more shocking and sur¬ 
prising to members of the Senate were 
the revelations about American spending 
in Laos. Since 1965, the tiny country— 
only slightly larger than Oregon— has 
received more per-capita assistance than 
any other U.S. foreign aid recipient. 
Exact figures are unknown (or known 
only to the Pentagon and the CIA); 
estimates run as high as $300 mil¬ 
lion annually over the past five years, 
with about $60 million a year going 
for economic and technical assistance 
and the rest for’’security assistance”— 
meaning military expenditures. 

These figures would be staggering 
in the context of any underveloped/ 
country because the United States de¬ 
votes so little to foreign aid. In Laos 
much of the money has been used 
to create an artificially high standard 
of living for the corrupt Lao elite— 
the generals, large land-owners, and 
native businessmen who live in the 
towns and cities. (their major en¬ 
terprises Include opium dens, whore¬ 
houses, and even bowling alleys, built 
specially for Americans living in Vi¬ 
entiane, the capital.) The urban popu¬ 
lation is, of course, protected by the 
Meo army and the less reliable Royal 
Lao forces, both of which receive hea¬ 
vy U.S. funding. Remaining American 
assistance is devoted to the usual sort 
of development projects in education, 
agriculture, public works, and health. 

Improvements in these areas have 
hardly been sufficient, for In a coun¬ 
try of fewer than three million peo¬ 
ple, American air power has generat¬ 
ed between 600,000 and 900,000 re¬ 
fugees—literally one^uarter to one- 
third of the entire population! The 

number of homeless Laotians and the 
conditions of life in the poorly-run re¬ 
fugee camps around Vientiane have been 

Continued on page 12 
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Tillinghast discusses prospects for history dept. 
The following are excerpts 

from an interview with Chair¬ 
man of the History Depart¬ 
ment, Professor Pardon Til¬ 
linghast, on the History cur¬ 
riculum and changes within 
that department’s majors 
program. 

CAMPUS: Could you go over the 
main changes In the program for 
majors? 

TILLINGHAST: The main chan* 
ges are the ones we are talk¬ 
ing about In our Senior Program. 
These are the changes that In* 
volve the alternatives to the Sen¬ 
ior Thesis. Up until the pres¬ 
ent, all of our Seniors have had 
to write a thesis. And we still 
like this, It still may be the 
best, but we don't want to think 
that It's the only alternative. So, 
we've thought of a number of 
other alternatives, in which one 
Is possibly a translation pro¬ 
ject; one, Is possibly helping In 
some of the courses; one Is an 
Interdisciplinary project and one 
Is oral history. We’ve thought 
of several others, but these are 

the particular ones we’ve had in 
mind. 

CAMPUS: You mentioned helping 
In the teaching. What would that 
Involve? 
TILLINGHAST: Yes. Perhaps 
doing some section work In eith¬ 
er one of the two basic cour¬ 
ses; the courses in American or 
European history, both of which 
are too large for us to handle 
easily. So what we want to do 
Is to get some students sitting 
in—with a faculty member too— 
and let the students run the dis¬ 
cussion. 

CAMPUS: "The oral history;” i 
know a little bit, I guess, 'a- 
bout the "Oral traditions of A- 
frlcan History," the course they 
had this Winter Term. What 
would be the similarities between 
what you might be envisioning 
for the history department here 
and that course? 

TILLINGHAST: We would be mak- 
Ing It more of local history, I 
think. I don’t believe that there 
has ever been a history of the 

village of Rlpton. How about going 
to some old people who have lived 
there for a long time, get their 
memories down and then try and 
figure what you can say about 
the place? Now the sociologists 
are doing this sort of thing too, 
I guess. We do It from a some¬ 
what different point of view. We 
wouldn’t look for family group¬ 
ing, and things like that, but 
what sorts of generalizations you 
could make about It by having 
talked with some of the people 
who had been there the longest 
time. A lot of students would 
care much more about that then 
sitting In the library hours and 
hours and hours. 

CAMPUS: The History program 
for majors changes from year 
to year you said; and you named 
some changes that you were going 
to make from last year’s What 
changes would you envision for 
maybe next year? 

TILLINGHAST: We’re trying to 
think of some sort of qualify¬ 
ing program, that would take 
place during the sophomore year, 

so that some people who don’t 
have an aptitude In history can 
be told before It’s too late that 
they’d be happier In some other 
field. We hesitate to tell any¬ 
body that, "you can’t major in 
history," but there are some 
people who have such trouble with 
it at the more advanced level, 
we think they’d be happier if 
they were told about that early 
enough to make their decision for 
another major. We’re trying to 
figure out now how to carry out 
a qualifying program like that. 
The chief other thing that 
I’m thinking of Is that we want 
to get together much more with 
other disciplines. I’m changing 
my own English History course 
to be a background for English 
literature. American History 
may In some ways be designed 
either for a background for Po¬ 
litical Theory courses or for A- 
merlcan Literature courses. His¬ 
tory Is best when It’s history 
with something else, because 
every history Is always a his¬ 
tory of something else. 

CAMPUS: The final thing that I 
would like to ask you would be 
for you to give me a resume 
of your general philosophy on ed¬ 
ucation. 

TILLINGHAST: Our job is to 
bring students out. To get them 
to develop the best that’s In them 
Not to clobber them when they 
fall but to say, "You’ve done 
the following things wrong, and 
here’s what you have to do in 
order to be able to succeed ” 
To think straight and imaginativ¬ 
ely, and to develop excitement. 
To me. the excitement come first 

♦he technical expertise only comes 
after that. If you can’t excite 
the student you’ll never get be¬ 
yond that. To me the whole thing 
Is basically a communication of 
your own excitement. If you have 
not got that, you haven’t got any¬ 
thing else. If you can get them 
to catch that they’ll have some¬ 
thing to remember long after 
they’ve forgotten every fact that 
you’ve ever given. 

Middlebury’s “Nonexistent” Curricular Reform: 
Somewhere Between Panacea and Chimera 

by FREDERICK CABOT 
I believe I have been asked by The 

Campus to express my thoughts about 
curricular reform at Middlcbury because 
The Campus has already suggested early 
last fall that I am something of a cynic. 
I therefore have to live up to that image. 
What follows is rather random, but my 
thoughts cluster around two definitions 
of curricular reform, last year’s and this 
year’s; these definitions consider curricu¬ 
lar reform to be, respectively, a panacea 
(“cure-all”) and a chimera (“an impossi¬ 
ble and foolish fancy”). Now, I’ve always 
been partial to this year’s definition of 
curricular reform, but I was beguiled last 
year by the other one. In fact, I feel 
pretty certain that the first definition of 
reform still lurks around corners just out 
of sight, and that it even manages to 
warm the frigid cockles of the hearts of 
one or two of our College administrators. 
But right now, and for the foreseeable 
future, to judge from statements and po¬ 
licies of Middlebury’s administration, no 
significant curricular change can happen. 
Even if it could happen, I would not ne¬ 
cessarily regard it as a good thing. 

Early last fall, the Editor of The Cam¬ 
pus hailed the new Educational Policy 
Committee as a breakthrough committee, 
capable (he hoped) of proposing majbr 
curricular changes along some lines put 
forward in a working-paper written most¬ 
ly by Dean O’Brien. 1 wonder if our Edi¬ 

tor is eithpr so enthusiastic or so honeful 

now? I suspect that like many members 
of the Educational Policy Committee he 
feels somewhat cheated and frustrated. 
His recent editorial against faculty-stu¬ 
dent apathy bears me out. 

But are we all really apathetic? I be¬ 
lieve that the current faculty-student 
mood is one of inertia, toward which I 
have kindly feelings. In another sphere 
inertia can be called “the willing con¬ 
sent of the governed,” since it represents 
the very human tendency of all of us to 
keep doing what we are doing, unless we 
are interfered with by outside agents. In¬ 
ertness, on the other hand, is absolute, 
unchanging cloddishness. That 1 don’t 
like, nor do I feel that Middlcbury faculty 
and students usually show this quality. 
What our Editor calls “apathy,” in other 
words, may be “inertia,” brought about 
by our new awareness of an old truth: 
no curricular reform can make it any easi¬ 
er for each of us to come to terms with 
a world beyond Middlcbury which seems 
insane and immoral. 

The other thing I think we now see 
is that demands by any given critic for a 
“relevant” education come down to our 
having to accept that critic’s very subjec¬ 
tive, introverted, and self-infatuated de¬ 
finition of the word. 

Regardless of what spokesmen of Mid¬ 
dlebury’s administration say (they’ve said 
a lot lately in The Campus) I believe that 
major administrative decisions or policies 
are, and will continue to be timid, and 
therefore it seems to me foolish to expect 

any major curricular change to occur. 
The tenor of the Academic Vice Pres¬ 
ident’s recently published remarks leaves 
me feeling rather queasy. A major part of 
his job is to decide (I quote): “What can 
we give up and still be a first-rate liberal 
arts college?” (For “what” read “who”). 
Then in what I find to be a contradictory 
manner, he elaborates on his previous 
question: “It is simply not realistic to 

believe that the faculty could eliminate 
a whole department, a program....without 
profound wrenching,” and shortly after, 
“The Teaching Resources Committee 

(which he chairs) has recommended to 
the President that we retain the present 
size of the faculty by shifting depart¬ 
mental sizes to respond to the pressure 
of student enrollments.” Has the Aca¬ 
demic Vice President forgotten what he 
just said about profound wrenching? 
This policy strikes me as quite scary: 
the faculty are all to be judged by a sort 
of academic Nielsen rating, and they will 
unwittingly be caught up in a game of 
musical chairs, or a dance marathon. If 
my cheerful visions correspond to those 
of the faculty members of the Educa¬ 
tional Policy Committee, can we really 
wonder that so far no proposals for 
curricular change have been made? 

I also fear that if the President’s fifty- 
percent tenure policy is rigidly adhered 
to, Middlebury’s faculty, as the years 
pass, will become characterized by a wid¬ 
ening split between the “ins” (now young 
and vigorous) growing older and stodgier. 

ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 
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SUMMER THEATER WORKSHOP THOUSAND ISLANDS 

and the “outs” who are young and who 
have little or no hope of getting tenure, 
who therefore may act in some ways 
irresponsibly, and who certainly won’t 
put Middlebury’s interests ahead of their 
own. 

A curriculum is no better and no 
worse than a faculty. The two elements 
are really one, and no amount of tinker¬ 
ing with structure, calendar, or course 
content can change this fact. Imag¬ 
inativeness, knowledge, flexibility and 

sympathy for student concerns (values I 
believe we all cherish in good teaching) 
cannot be greatly affected by curricular 
reform. For some time to come our 
faculty will be running scared. 

I would like to make one negative 
(therefore serious) proposal. 1 propose 
that students be permitted not to 
“major” in anything. Most students, 
those bent on entering professional or 
academic graduate schools won’t take 
advantage of this splendid negative op¬ 
portunity. This is a pity, because the all- 
hallowed Ph.D. is no longer what it was, 
a badge of respectability and a guarantee 
of employment. I believe quite a few 
students realize this, and therefore they 
wisely do not want to become specialists 
in obsolescence. They ought to be 
permitted to become those most disting¬ 
uished products of liberal arts, dilettanti. 
Then they will at least be excellent 
people to live with, who may even (God 
love them!) have a sense of humor. 

i 
SUMMER EUROPE 
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Also: July 9 - Aug. 17 NY/LOUDON S21I 
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\Wite: Director of Summer Session 
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Armstrong discusses people before programs 
by JAMES ARMSTRONG 

Confidence for good edu¬ 
cation should be, 1 believe, 
less in the quality and qualifi¬ 
cations of the people of Mid- 
dlebury College. Very good 
and highly qualified people on 
the faculty and in the student 
body, given a little time and 
reasonable support, will create 
an educational environment re¬ 
flecting their ability. Or more 
bluntly, people before pro¬ 
grams. One can legislate 
program after program, course 
after course, but what happens 
in the programs and courses is 
a direct function of the people 
who teach and the students 
who learn. Students who are 
enthusiastic, actively interest¬ 
ed, intellectually alive can do 
more for the quality of edu¬ 
cation than any legislative 
body. A good mix of student 
and faculty is a prior need for 
a good educational environ¬ 
ment. Thus, when I talk of the 
“little course” (curriculum), I 
do so always with a sense of 

the limitations which beset any 
arrangement, pattern, program 
or course apart from a consid¬ 
eration of the people who are 
involved. 

Nonetheless, teachers do 
teach within certain arrange¬ 
ments or structures, some re¬ 
cognized as such, others not, 
which we call the curriculum. 
There is a covenant among us 
that the structure we have cre¬ 
ates a favorable condition for 
the student to achieve the bac¬ 
calaureate level or degree (the 
first degree). Anyone who has 
read any commentary on 

undergraduate education 
knows that the covenants are 

under scrutiny, but then so 
for as I can tell, they always 
are and probably always should 
be. 

The scene is changing na¬ 
tionally in many ways for 
many reasons, among which I 
think we should recognize es¬ 
pecially the impact of num¬ 
bers. Very simply put, the 
expectation of earning a bac¬ 
calaureate degree has become 
more the norm than the ex¬ 
ception, and this has enormous 
implications for the role or the 
function of the degree-its rel¬ 
evance to life in the 1970’s 
and beyond. 

What ought to be the cov¬ 
enants for the future? Let me 
limit my response to liberal 
arts colleges and in particular 
Middlebury. 

Obviously Middlebury must 
continually adapt its means to 
achieve its aims. But how? 
Should the College maintain 
its long-term commitment to 
the liberal arts, adjusting to 
the current scene but always 

keeping the “college purposes” 
as the aim? (1 quote from my 
1969-'970 Report) “As to 
the college purposes-1 take it 
to be liberal learning, friendly 

to teacher, pre-professional 
even vocational education, yet 
none of these. I doubt that 
we shall ever settle among us 
upon a single definition, but 
1 have every confidence that 
we can reach broad agreement 
on the principal ingredients- 
that liberal learning has primar¬ 
ily to do with values and their 
elation to the living of life, 

Junior Year 
in New York 
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Junior Year in New York. 
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in the world. 
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Write for brochure to Director, 
Junior Year in New York 

New York University 
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aims to make a human being 
ready for the humanly impor¬ 

tant moments in life, aims to 
make the mind an interesting 
place to live in, aims to en¬ 
courage the development of 
values toward conviction, and 
very importantly, aims to learn 

of the human condition 
beyond the narrow confines of 
one’s own personal experience. 
1 hope we shall not derrogate 
the ‘mere’ acquistion of fact, 
which is hard work, in favor of 
some mystique of education 
through exciting happenings. 

“It must be by common 
agreement, not simply by the 
hortatory rhetoric of pres¬ 
idents and deans, that we 
hammer out the means to these 
ends and agreement anew on 
the means to the college pur¬ 
pose in 1970.” 

Adjustments there can be- 
variations in our current four- 
year pattern, differences in 
pace, more off-campus exper¬ 
ience, courses seen in other 
than the three-hour, fourteen- 
week frame, el alia. There can 
be a greater awareness of the 
professions of law and med¬ 
icine as well as a continuing 
concern for graduate education 
in the arts and sciences. Not a 
pre-professionalism but a more 
direct concern for the voca¬ 
tional emphases so widely 
possible within liberal learning. 
In languages we have an enor¬ 
mous resource in our summer 
schools (7 foreign languages, 
the Bread Loaf School of 

and relevant to Middlebury 
could be adopted without 
abandoning the general aims 
of the liberal arts; indeed, the 
hope would be that these aims 
could be better achieved 
through adaptation and re¬ 
structuring. 

Alternatively, should the 
College enter into a wholly 
new venture with very sub¬ 

stantial changes in cur¬ 
riculum? The options here 
range widely from the “ex¬ 
perimental” model with almost 
no structure to a wholly pre¬ 
scribed structure and content. 

It seems to me probable 
that the givens of Middlebury 
will tend to support the con¬ 
tinuation of the liberal arts and 
sciences as the substance of the 
curriculum (the disciplines and 
the subject areas). By givens I 
mean especially the qualifica¬ 
tions of the faculty, and 
beyond that the long tradition 
or experience which gives us a 
greater capacity for liberal 
learning, the residential and the 
instructional facilities at Mid¬ 
dlebury. 

The problem at Middlebury 
as at other comparable insti¬ 
tutions is how to “come on” 
or get at the issues in the most 
effective and realistic way. Let 
me close by quoting once again 

from my 1969-1970 Report. 
“There remains then before us 
what steps are to be taken in 
responding to disquieting 
signals that somehow our 
educational program does not 
fulfill our aims. What really 
are we saying to our students 
when the Faculty votes to dis¬ 
continue the distribution and 
language requirements? These 
requirements have become for¬ 
mal, mere hurdles, empty. A 
majority in the Faculty con¬ 
curred in this judgment. Yet 
they seem equally sure that 
carte blanche is not the answer, 
each for himself without any 
conscious concern for the in¬ 
tegrating values in liberal 
education. The proposal now 
in study form and placed be¬ 
fore the Faculty by the FEPC 
is evidence that there is no dis¬ 
position to return to a free 
elective system. Rather what 
seems to be sought is an ef¬ 
fective way to draw on present 
student interest, to energize 
him through college expecta¬ 
tions and to lead thereby 
through manageable problems 
into an understanding of the 
differences between and among 
the particular disciplines.” 

In the midst of uncertainty 
one thing is certain-whatever 
plan we may propose must be 
financially realistic. 

Theorist versus Teacher: 
Insurmountable Hiatus 

English and 4 Graduate 
Schools Abroad). 

Students and faculty ser¬ 
iously interested in educational 
planning ought to read the 
forward-looking report of the 
Carnegie Commission on High¬ 

er Education entitled “Less 
Time, More Options” (January 
1971). It explores nine themes 
among which I mention only 
two: “(1) The length of time 

by Robert Reiff 
There Is an unsurmount- 

able gap between the education* 
at theorist and the teacher. 
The theorist sets goads while 
the teacher Invents and deliv* 
ers the means to satisfy goals. 
Everyone is an educational theo¬ 
rist, students, parents, ad¬ 
ministration, professionals, 
and even the teachers them¬ 
selves. When the teacher is 
told he must “educate the whole 
person" or that he must make 

ly assist in any "meaning¬ 
ful” way. Of course, theorists 
do not agree with each other 
on goals. The student-theo¬ 
rist ( and not all, actually 
quite a few) expects instant 
and painless enlightenment • a 
form of Intellectual bliss or 
penetrating Insight which cuts 
through tangles of fact to the 
nugget of "truth” and reality 
at the heart. Teachers who 
simulate this process often win 
students - for awhile, but then 

spent in undergraduate college 
education can be reduced 
roughly by one-fourth without 
sacrificing educational quality; 
(2) young people should also 

be given more options (a) in 
lieu of formal college, (b) to 
defer attendance, (c) to step 
out from college in order to 
get service and work exper¬ 
ience, and (d) to change 
directions while in college.” 
Almost all that is propor“4 

the educational experience 
more "meaningful," he might 
In turn ask how. 

The theorist will belch 
forth more platitudinous gen¬ 
eralizations, but if asked by 
the teacher, "What should 1 
present to my students the first 
week?”, then the theorist will 
reply somewhat intemperately, 
"That is your Job.” Trans¬ 
lated this means"! don’t know” 
Thus, theorists who rise above 
practtral considerations, rare- 

MURPHY’S LAW 

STILL APPLIES. 

ASK TED 

NOVAK’S 

Main Street Mobil Station 

students, enough anyway, real¬ 
ize that they have been sold 
a false bill of goods and re¬ 
treat. 

Students distrust teacher- 
entertainers; and very often 
they grudgingly come to respect 
the teacher (usually after gradu¬ 
ation) who demands work of 
them and exacts a form of dis¬ 
cipline and regimen, not ar¬ 
tificially Imposed, but one re¬ 
quired to grasp the scope and 
substance of the course mat¬ 
erial or one which emerges 
from It of necessity. The qual¬ 
ity of a course is, 1 believe, 
geared to the Joint capacities 
of both students and teachers. 
A good teacher and badly-pre- 
>ared students create a situ¬ 
ation as unproductive as a poor 
teacher with eager, bright pu¬ 
pils. 

Educational theorists (pra¬ 
ctically everyone) will continue 
to exist, and to demand, and 
be both unreasonable and Jus¬ 
tified in their criticism. All 
the teacher can do is sort out 
ideas and apply them to his 
course material when they seem 
valid. Let's face it. There 
will never be a curriculum 
which satisfies the "idea” types 
and which also works in the 
classroom at least not for a 
very long time and not for 
ev«»rvone. 

the OTTER SLIDE 
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* Earth Song" ev¬ 

oked many differ¬ 

ent responses from 

tiie Middleburv 

audience Tuesday 

night. Some were 

confused. Some 

angered. Many were 

amused by such sym¬ 

bolic acts as tile burning 

of dollar bills. Follow¬ 

ing the performance, many 

stayed for an informal dis¬ 

cussion with members of the 

troupe concerning the most 

urgent question facing both the actors 

and the audience: “What can be done to stop the 

Vietnam War?” This performance, although controversial, 

displayed an innovative approach to the use of media. Other 

methods in the innovative communication field presented by the 

conference included film, dance, experimental electronic projection 

and both conventional and unconventional theatrical productions 

Conference:Chunks of the Experience 
by Bill Wellington 

The Great American Media' 
Marhlne swept through Middle- 
bury in the latter part of last 
week, and in its wake the cam¬ 
pus is somewhat enlightened, 
somewhat confused, and some¬ 
how trying to comprehend the 
methods and the message of 
the experience. The measure of 
success of the Conference may 
well in time depend on the type 
of ruler one uses, for the var¬ 
iety of techniques used by ex¬ 
perimenters in mass media and 
the demands of responses of 
the audience are t>oth equally 
Important to any consideration. 

Tuesday, March 9 

"Earth Song,” an audience- 
involvement type theatre ex¬ 
periment, led off Conference on 
Tuesday night. As I see it, 
there are two wavs of affect¬ 
ing audience participation in 
such an experiment. The actors 
ran try to make the audience 
feel as uninhibited as they feel 
by generating warmth through 
the openness of their express¬ 
ion. This method is very dif¬ 
ficult to adopt successfully. The 
other method of affeettng aud¬ 
ience involvement, that used by 
the "Earth Song” troupe, is 
to make the viewers super 
aware of their inhibitions 
and guilt, and to make them 
feel uneasy about not par¬ 
ticipating The re¬ 
sult is that members of th« 
audience try, usually clumsily, 
to overcome their inhibitions: 
to jump on the bandwagon. Peo¬ 
ple who are emotionally touched 
by such an experiment as 
"Earth ‘Jong** usually give up 

tneir intellectual individuality, 
and react to whatever they are 
told to react to. 

I was greatly angered by 
the cheap theatrics and the un¬ 
fair questioning used by the 
members of this troupe, for 
in the long run, one must put 
to them the same questions 
("What are you doing to end 
the war?”) that they ask mem¬ 
bers of the audience. I dis¬ 
pute the idea that traveling a- 
round in such a troupe is the 
equivalent of being active in 
ending the war, and 1 know that 
bringing out guilt in people does 
very little to make them act¬ 
ive toward such an end. 

Wednesday, March 10 

After a turbulent and con¬ 
troversial Tuesday night, the 
Conference settled into a less 
exciting, though often more dy¬ 
namic Wednesday morning and 
afternoon. The student dance 

"Hot Feet”, was, for the most 
part, amateurish. One dance, 
however, which utilized lighting 
that projected the shadows, of 
figures moving through several 
layers of scaffolding on a screen 
in front of the stage displayed 
a great deal of Innovative ex¬ 
cellence The Kinetic Art Films 
were at time tedious and un¬ 
interesting, but there were sev¬ 
eral animated works that were 
quite worthwhile, 

Wednesday night marked 
for manv the true beginning of 
C onference with the showing of 
the first Conference film ser¬ 
ies. These films used a great 
variety of methods to capture 
and hold the audience’s atten- 
tlon, ranging from extremely 
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fast flashes and image changes 
to displays of great physical 
beauty Involving the subject and 
the photography. 

"Pas de Deux” and 
"Dream of the Wild Horses” 
were outstanding as successful 
attempts to depict beauty that 
the human eye cannot normally 
see. "Motion Painting No. 1” 
and "Pulse” described Ideas 
that human minds could not 
conceptualize spontaneously. 
For the most part, these films 
displayed both innovative and 
executlonal excellence. 

Thursday, March II 

On Thursday the second 
series of films, the Documen¬ 
tary Films, was shown. This 
series, described quite a dif¬ 
ferent variety of methods used 
to hold the audience’s atten¬ 
tion. The Interest of the sub¬ 
ject matter was often as much 
a part of the spellbinding na¬ 
ture of the films as were the 
techniques used. 

These films were unique 
In that they Introduced the pos¬ 
sibility of interpretation Into 
representation of actual events. 
"Report” and "Ephpsus” were 
Outstanding examples of tueuae 
of techniques of photography 
to evoke moods surrounding 
events. The journalistic pos- 
slbllitles of this type of work 
are very exciting. 

Lest Mlddlebury’s Confer¬ 
ence become a dry discussion 
of good film, Daniel Nagrin, 
It seemed, deliberately jolted 
his audience into still another 
evaluation of the purpose of 
media with his profound and in¬ 
tentionally unnerving dance 
"The Peloponnesian War." 

Nagrln’s movements, ex¬ 
pressions, and costumes were 
designed to express the numer¬ 
ous horrors of war. His actions 
were sometimes Jerky and 
somewhat perplexing, for he 
seemed to be waiting for some¬ 
one to speak. Simultaneously, 
his awesome movements and 
glaring eyes demanded silence, 
a silence that was so pronounced 
and uneasy that the Impact of 
several Important moments 
may have actually been 
hampered._ 

At the end of his perfor¬ 
mance, Nagrin wore a look of 
unbelief and indignation as he 
walked through the audience to 
the rear exit door. He stared 
into the eyes of each person 
who passed him in leaving, 
searching for the reflection of 
his message In their faces. 

It would be difficult to com¬ 
prehend each and every part 
of Nagrln’s dance, as It was 
a highly personal expression. 
The rumors that Nagrin was 
dissatisfied with the Mld- 
delbury audience, and the ex¬ 
tremely varied critical 
appraisals by members of the 
audience themselves once again 
Introduced a controversial 
atmosphere over coiueience 
which has remained to the time 
of this writing. 

Friday, March 12 
i'- — 

On Friday, the Bread and 
Puppet Theatre came to town, 
and even before they performed, 
presence on campus could be 
felt. 

For the few "Mediatized 
college students who saw the 
troups’ performance for the 
children of Mlddlebury, the 
perlence was most welcome. 
The players acted out with m*e»t 

joy, the or the Danc¬ 
ing Bear and Isolde. The vill¬ 
ains were the wicked witch 
and her son Genghis Kahn. Boo¬ 
ing, hissing, and cheering 
bounced off the walls of Wright, 
as the puppeteers performed 
what one Junior describes as 
"THE HAPPIEST THING I hav. 
seen at Mlddlebury.” 

The third Conference-Film* 
Series, theCybernetlcandCom- 
puter Films, was shown Fri¬ 
day afternoon. The use of com¬ 
puters greatly augments the In¬ 
tricacy and dynamic symmetry 
of design In motion. The po¬ 
tential of the computer In film- 
making seems limitless. From 
the series shown Friday, how¬ 
ever, it Is apparent that ex¬ 
perimenters who use com¬ 
puters must, In the future, learn 
to express more substance and 
meaning in this field. 

EASTER IS APRIL II, 1971 
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Friday night. The Bread 

and Puppet Theater showed 
their versatility In their per¬ 
formance of "The Grey Lady 
Cantata," a play In which the 
figures never speak and the 
action seems to be a studv in 
slow motion. The program tells 
the story of the Grey Ladv who 
loses her friends, her son, her 
fanev sofa, and her sister. "But 
It isn’t so bad.” writes Peter 
Schumann, leader of the Thea¬ 
ter, for at the end of thp play 
the Grey Lady dances with the 
black-winged angel to music 
made by the whole world. 

Peter Schumann is a 
man whose creative capacities 
are enriched by a child’s op- 
tlmlsm and warmth. What may 
seem to be naivete on his part 
Is in truth great love and un¬ 
derstanding of mankind which 
cannot be subdued by the evil 
machinations of certain men. 
His play described some 
aspects of man’s cruelty, but 
was not based on these aspects. 
His wisdom makes you want to 
heave Hegel out the window and 
simply sit and watch a sunset. 

A good number of people 
who saw the Puppet Theater 
then proceeded to McCullough 
Gymnasium to see Herbert Ges- 
ner and his vaunted "Media 
Machine.” This machine 
allowed Gesner to flash a ser¬ 
ies of slides on a screen In 
time to electronic music. The 
audience was Impressed by his 
creation, but some people were 
disappointed with his per¬ 
formance. 

The basic theme of Ges- 
ner’s show consisted of three 
sections: 1, Nature (slides of 
trees, the sky, and the earth). 
2, Basic woman (slides of nude 
female torsos), and 3, The 
distortion of women by society 

and the media (slides of p...- 
ups and advertising models, 
Jingles of several advertise¬ 
ments). 

The message of the per¬ 
formance was simple and, 1 
felt, somewhat profound. 
At times the complexity of Ges¬ 
ner’s Instrument did not add to 
his theme, but the presence of 
Gesner and his machine were 
Important to Conference. 
There Is no doubt that future 
experiments with Instruments 
such as Gesner’s could be very 
fruitful. 

Sunday, March 14 

Media. The Conference. 
People all over campus are 
starting sentences which could 
never be completed. 

The impact of the events 
was not contained within the 
walls of Dana or Wright thea¬ 
ters, or even In Mlddlebury 
town. Somewhere the "Earth 
Song” troupe Is discussing their 
performance at, what they 
termed, " a ski resort with a 
library.” Somewhere Daniel 
Nagrin Is mulling over the 
response of his audience here 
as he loads his rifle with 
blanks. Somewhere, hopefully 
between here and Boston, my 
younger sisters, who were here 
for the last two days of Con¬ 
ference, are looking at the scen¬ 
ic view of Greyhound Bus 
routes, remembering bits and 
pieces of puppets and bread, 
and no doubt, arguing over which 
pieces fit where. 

Putting together bits and 
pieces. I am obviously limited 
by the simple fact that I am 
one person, I must rely on 
my Interpretations, Interpreta¬ 
tions which are definitely open 
to conjecture. It was physically 
impossible to remain com¬ 

pletely alert throughout Con¬ 
ference, but the Impact of the 
events viewed together was In¬ 
tended to boggle and confuse 
the minds of those who Inun¬ 
dated themselves. 

Continued on page 11 
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A Curriculum: 

Who Needs It? 

by DENNIS O'BRIEN 
The Fallacy of Mark Hop¬ 

kins and the Log: Mark Hop¬ 
kins was President of Williams 
College back In the balmy days 
of the last century and one of 
his admirers once claimed that 
all one needed to form the Ideal 
college was a student on a log 
and Mark Hopkins at the other 
end - no buildings, no books, 
no curriculum Just the Inten¬ 
sity of this timber tete^-tete. 
I am sure that there Is some 
kernel of truth In this rustic 
reductionlsm of education - In 
the long run, as President Arm¬ 
strong notes in his remarks In 
this Issue, It Is obviously peo¬ 
ple who make a college go and 
the most philosophically astute 
curriculum In the hands of a 
bored and Indifferent faculty 
will bring no educational bless¬ 
ings. However, having noted the 
centrality of personal quality In 
faculty and students, It Is easy 
to overlook that It contains a 
suppressed curriculum of great 
Importance and some consid¬ 
erable specificity. 

Let us assume that the 
really Important educational ex¬ 
perience Is Intensely Indi¬ 
vidual • the student, the log, 
and the faculty member - how 
can that vision lead to any cur¬ 
ricular program? It would seem 
that It precludes curricular 
planning since any planning runs 
counter to the variety of In¬ 
dividual encounters and ex¬ 
pressions. I believe that many 
students would probably agree 
with a student In one of my 
classes who on being asked to 
discuss curricular norms wrote 
as follows: 

Curriculum • a propo¬ 
sition for a norm; there 
can be no norm. As 
I exist, I deal with the 
moment as It occurs and 
as I am capable. In¬ 
dividuals are all Indiv¬ 
iduals • all changing; 
situations are never 1- 
dentlcal: time doesn’t 
stand still: I resent 
being asked to apply any 
curricular standard -an 
absolute set of educa¬ 
tional rights or wrongs- 
to such a dynamic state. 

The rhetoric Is familiar and 
seems to be persuasive to many 
people, but It rests on a very 
direct and simple fallacy. How 
Is one to understand the cen¬ 

tral backing for the position: 
’'Individuals are all Indi¬ 
viduals?" Well, that Is cer¬ 
tainly true In fact It Is a 
tautology like "a rose is a 
rose Is a rose” etc. But 
probably the phrase disguises 
some moral directive and Is 
not meant to be simply an 
empty Iteration. I am sure it 
does and what Is really being 
asserted Is that people should 
be Individuals. But Isn’t that 
nonsensical? Everyone Is an 
Individual as can be proved by 
that fact that we all have pro¬ 
per names and manage not to 
confuse ourselves with other 
people we see on the street. 
But If "being an individual’’ 
Is something that we can’t help 
no matter what, then there Isn’t 
any need to worry about any 
kind of curriculum robbing me 
of that Individuality. No, 
If one Is concerned about bad 
curriculum that runs counter to 
the claims of Individuality, then 
It Is clear that it Is not the 
case that "all Individuals are 
Individuals." Some people are 
not Individuals, they are con¬ 
formists, pedants, sycophants 
and hacks. In the metaphy¬ 
sical sense all copycats are In¬ 
dividuals, but they are clear¬ 
ly denied the moral epithet of 
thet of "Individualist." The 
complaint, th^n, should not be 
against currucula as such, but 
against curricula which produce 
carbon copies , not originals. 

A curriculum for Individu¬ 
ality: I would say, therefore, 
that the student who penned the 
statement above had a very 
clear and specific norm, a po¬ 
werful value which she wished 
to have reflected in the cur¬ 
riculum - the value of "being 
an individual." If "being an 
Individual" Is not some per¬ 
manent metaphysical property 
but sketches In a style of life, 
then It Is something which we 
can either achieve of fail to 
achieve. We can, In short, be 
educated to be an Individual or 
to be a neuter nothlng-in-par- 
tlcular. The suppressed curri¬ 
culum, then, In the Mark Hop¬ 
kins case Is that there are not 
Just two things on the log, but 
one person who has attained In¬ 
dividuality and another who is at 
least willing and able to strive 
for that value. 

1 have chosen the concept 
of "Individual" to plav with be¬ 
cause It seems to be most 
value empty of a range of con- 

CAMPUS 

cepts that frequently substitute 
for It: self, person, human 
being (In order of Increasing 
value loading). All of these 
words are used In educational 
discussions In a manner that 
slides back and forth between 
a value-neutral descriptive 
stance and a heavily value- 
loaded use. One could announce 
that the goal of education was 
to "produce human beings" and 
in most contexts that would be 
understood to be a comment on 
the curriculum, not on the pos¬ 
sible biological consequences of 
parietal hours. 

I would submit that it is 
a confusion between the meta¬ 
physical and moral uses of 
these - central terms that causes 
much of the confusion in dis¬ 
cussion of curricular plans. If 
being an individual, a self, a per¬ 
son, or a human being is some¬ 
thing that occurs by nature, 
accident or grace, then educa¬ 
tion Is obviously Irrelevant to 
the goal and students remain 
at college only until Biology, 
Fate-, or Providence over¬ 
takes them. On the other hand, 
if these terms specify educa¬ 
tional goals then we can look 
to ways of producing these 
states through our educational 
processes. With full recogni¬ 
tion of the danger of retalia¬ 
tion from the Mlddlebury Psy¬ 
chology Department, I would 
suggest that a quasi-Freudian 
model might be a beginning of 
illumination on how to educate 
for Individuality. 
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id Is, there ego shall 
(Note that this is a practical 
directive, It is what Freud wants 
to come about, it is by no 
means a naturally determined 
certainty that It will. In that 
regard It Is an educational di¬ 
rective.) Buried In this Freu¬ 
dian terminology Is the under¬ 
standing that it Is the ego which 
Is Individual and personal about 
a man. The id, the life of 
affect and desire, the "poly¬ 
morphous perverse," is tedi¬ 
ously common to all members 
of homo sapiens L. The aim 
of Freudian ••education" then, 
would be the individualizing of 
the id, mastery of the com¬ 
monality of the biological urges 
by the ego In order to form a 
personal self. 

■ iv«iii...wii 

Learning Synta 
by Robert Hill 

How not to be an Indivi¬ 
dual: I will give only one 
extended example how the nor¬ 
mative use of the notion of 
"Individual" would suggest 
some very specific curricular 
changes Freud says, "Where 

Education which Is to aim 
at Individuality must aim at 
mastering the affective chaos of 
the Id. This means concrete¬ 
ly that education must seek 
means to deal directly with 
the emotional and In such a 
way that these emotional ma¬ 
terials are individualized. One 
clear way not to achieve this 
aim is through a direct out¬ 
pouring of the llbldinal life. 
As Sartre points out In his 
work on the emotions, It is not 
true that the schizophrenic en¬ 
joys a rich and varied fan¬ 
tasy life. On the contrary, the 
fact that his ego Is weakened 
and the libido is given direct 
access to consciousness leads 
to the most impoverished, ob¬ 
sessive, ritualistic fantasies. 
The neurotic and psychotic are 
not, as we commonly think, 
unpredictable in their behavi¬ 
our, they are alarmingly pre¬ 
dictable in their rigid respons¬ 
es albeit to cues which we do 
not always perceive. For edu- 

Continueil on page ll 

"There Is no course easier 
to find fault with than fresh, 
man English If it purports 
to teach composition, every ty¬ 
pographical error in the col¬ 
lege newspaper, every conjun¬ 
ctive like on a quiz, every fault 
In reasoning In an honors thesis, 
proves Its failure." These 
words, written in 1939, are 
Theodore Baird’s. A profes¬ 
sor of English at Amherst, he 
put together, and sustained for 
some quarter of a century, a 
freshman composition course 
unequaled anywhere in the coun¬ 
try. His complaint is as val¬ 
id today as it was thirty years 
ago. The Mlddlebury faculty 
has shown no abiding affection 
for English 101, the last course 
in the College to be required 
of freshmen, or, Indeed, of any 
students. The arguments in 
ftavor of abolishing freshman 
English as a requirement have 
been gaining in currency for 
several years Today it is per¬ 
haps too late to propose a de¬ 
fense. Very possibly, how- 
ever, there never has been a 
need so great for a required 
freshman course in composi¬ 
tion. 

Beginning last year, and 
during the fall term of 1970 
with renewed energy and sense 
of direction, the staff of ED 
101 has been working out a pro¬ 
gram markedly different from 
the course of the past—the 
course that many faculty are 
familiar with. We have been 

Unstructuring Education: Getting to Kno 
by PETER STEWART 

Education at Mlddlebury 
should be a process whereby 
the student comes to know him¬ 
self, and to understand how he 
relates to others and to society 
as a whole. The material the 
student studies should be sub¬ 
ject matter which he feels close 
to rather than for the sake of 
completing course require¬ 
ments* The structure at Mid- 
dlebury discourages students 
from realizing their potential 
because in order to do well 
a student must spend time and 
energy meeting course require¬ 
ments or working for good 
grades. Time spent In this way 
is necessarily unavailable for 
the study erf material which the 
student finds intrinsically val¬ 
uable and meaningful. 

Students learn most 
thoroughly and most enthusiast¬ 
ically that which they want to 
learn. If education were seen 
as the experience of intellec¬ 
tual growth and not as training 
for the Job market or graduate 
school, then It would be reas¬ 
onable to abolish major re¬ 
quirements, grades, and tests. 
This would be a step toward 
making Mlddlebury responsive 
to the needs of the students 
rather than to the needs of the 
economy. In my opinion students 
are too concerned with fulfill¬ 
ing empty requirements and not 
concerned enough with liberal 
education as President Arm¬ 
strong defines It in his Report: 

latlon to the living of 
life, alms to make a hu¬ 
man being ready for the 
humanly Important mo¬ 
ments of life, alms to en¬ 
courage the development 
of values toward convic¬ 
tion, and very Impor¬ 
tantly, alms to learn of 
the human condition be¬ 
yond the confines of one’s 
own personal experi¬ 
ence." 

Ivan niich writes In 
"Schooling; The Ritual of Pro¬ 
gress," that: 

*•,..learning is the human 
activity which least needs 
manipulation by others. 
Most learning Is not the 
result of instruction. It 
Is rather the result of 
unhampered participation 
In a meaningful setting. 
Most people learn by be¬ 
ing "with It," yet school 

- makes them Identify their 
personal, cognitive 
growth with elaborate 
planning and manipula¬ 
tion. 

niich sees a casual link 
between the stifling aspects of 
the college atmosphere and the 
unresponsive nature of many 
other institutions People who 
accept the standards of a par-*, 
tlcular school and the conven¬ 
tional indices of academic pro¬ 
gress have been trained to hold 
the system’s measurements in 
high regard. The grading sys¬ 
tem discourages evaluation of 
learning on the basis of the' 
material's meaning to the stu¬ 
dent. Schools teach a person to 
value institutional require¬ 
ments, sometimes at the ex¬ 
pense of human well-being. 
When the graduate of a school 
assumes a position In business 
or government, he applies his 
values to the institution for 
which he works. Thus it is poss¬ 
ible, according to Hlich, for the 
status of the Vietnam War to 
be measured: 
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"As to the college pur-> 
poses—I take it to be li¬ 
beral learning friendly to 
teacher, pre-pro-fesslon- 
al, even vocational educa¬ 
tion, yet none of these. 
I doubt that we shall ev¬ 
er settle among us up¬ 
on even a single defini¬ 
tion, but I have every 
confidence that we can 
reach broad agreement on 
the principal ingredi¬ 
ents—-that liberal learn¬ 
ing has primarily to do 
with values and their re- 

"Once a man or wo¬ 
man has accepted the need 
for school, he or she Is 
easy prey for other In¬ 
stitutions. Once young 
people have allowed their 
Imaginations to be formed 
bv circular *" instruction 
conditioned to institu¬ 
tional planning of every 
sort. 'Instruction’ smoth¬ 
ers the horizon of their 
Imaginations. They can¬ 
not be betrayed, but only 
short-changed, because 
they have been taught to 
substitute expectations 
tor hope. They will no 
longer be surprised for 
good or ill by other peo¬ 
ple, because they have 
been taught what to ex¬ 
pect from every other 
person who has been 
taught as they were. This 
is true in the case of 
another person or In the 
case of a machine." 

"...by the number of 
persons effectively treated by 
cheap bullets delivered at im¬ 
mense cost, and this brutal 
ealculus is unashamedly called 
"body count." Just as business 
Is business, the never ending 
accumulation of money, so war 
is killing—the never ending 
accumulation of dead bodies In 
like manner, education ts 
schooling, and this open-ended 
process is measured in pupil- 
hours." 

Paul Goodman says that to 
be serious one must be com¬ 
pletely engaged In the real 
world. Being serious ^"bring¬ 
ing one's feelings, thoughts, and 
body into contact with the ex¬ 
ternal world." To Goodman, 
schooling sometimes is not 
real. That is because one’s 
actions in school do not express 
feelings and beliefs about what 
he is acting on or toward. Peo¬ 
ple's actions are too often not 
thefr own genuine responses ex- 
pected of them-Because the 
world of schooling is not real, 
one cannot be serious about 
it. 
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position Course Proposed 
ax and Knowin 

moving, sometimes tentatively, 
toward a course In composition 
rather than continuing with a 
program primarily conceived 
as an introduction to litera¬ 
ture Whether or not the “old” 
English 101 was merely a re- 
capitulation of the high school 
experience is, therefore, no lon¬ 
ger of direct concern to us. 
(A scrutiny of the programs 
many high schools are offering 
students these days might,how¬ 
ever, shake the confidence of 
even the most hardened anta¬ 
gonist who based his dlsaffec- 
tions on that hypothesis.) Nev¬ 
ertheless, it is Increasingly ap¬ 
parent to those of us working 
with freshmen on a regular 
basis that a real and present 
need exists for a course in 
composition required of all 
freshmen. Freshmen simply 
do not know how to write. Per¬ 
haps they never have. Perhaps 
it is endemic to the condi¬ 
tion, and we merely fool our 
selves into thinking otherwise. 

I am not talking only a- 
bout the so-called mechanics of 
writing English. Presumably 
the students we have at Mid- 
dlebury are among the best edu¬ 
cated in the country. For the 
most part they have high ver¬ 
bal apitlude scores; no expense 
has been spared to educate 
them. Teachers have exhaust¬ 
ed their patience and sense 
of humor, been unstinting of 
their time and energy in try¬ 
ing to teach them how to write 
a sentence Yet when these 
students come to Mlddlebury 
and write their first English 

iow Yourself 

The ••Campus” editorial of 
February 25 (“On Being Midd- 
leburytsh”) points out that the 
Winter Term is characterised 
by student apathy. No compar¬ 
ison is made of the apathy of 
the Winter Term and that of 
the Fall and Spring Terms. The 
lack of interest in student or¬ 
ganisations which is decried in 
the editorial would seem to be 
as applicable to the regular 
semesters as to the Winter 
Term. 

If students are not taking 
the initiative during the Winter 
Term, It may be because they 
are not accustomed to being 
Intellectually assertive. They 
have been taught that the teach¬ 
er is in a position to deter¬ 
mine what should and should 
not be learned (I say ••what 
should not be learned” because 
there is an ••opportunity cost” 
connected with learning. Time 
spent studying one topic could 
be spent studying another. Stu¬ 
dents are uncertain about how 
to function in a less structured 
setup. With more unstructured 
opportunities students would 
learn to explore material whclh 
they find meaningful. 

In summary, education 
should be thought of more in 
terms of personal growth than 
in terms of meeting arbitrary 
requirements. Learning takes 
place best when the student is 
given the opportunity to examine 
the topics which he finds the 

most meaningful. Through fos¬ 
tering values in students the 
college has a profound effect 
on other institutions. In my o- 
pinlon emphasis on the exter¬ 
nal reward of grades rather 
than on the intrinsic worth of 
the material has an unfortunate 
effect on the shaping of values. 
The Winter Term is relatively 
unstructured. The failings of the 
Winter Term may not be due 
to the shortcomings of unstruc¬ 
tured education but rather to 
unfamiliarity of the students 

the Winter Term 

Self 
papers, the results can be un-. 
believable even to the veteran 
teacher of composition. Two 
much money...to more than 
satisfactorily explain...the ra¬ 
dio artel...I separate from...he 
ate alot alright...the cross-cul¬ 
tural reference factor. Since 
they were in first grade, the 
writers of these phrases have 
been told about the usages of 
good English; they know all the 
rules. But clearly that has 
not been enough. In the past, 
teachers of English 101 have 
been concerned about such mat¬ 
ters, and may have had some 
measure of success in reedu¬ 
cating a few students. Of 
course, no one even sees that, 
much less can measure it. 

We are not, therefore, in¬ 
terested in telling students how 
to write good English. They 
have been told. In fact, some 
of us believe that writing 
cannot be taught. Like any¬ 
thing that involves practice, 
coordination, rhythm, writing 
well comes with the act of 
doing. Most of our students 
think they know exactly what 
their teachers want; they know 
how to analyze a poem, write 
a book report, do up a his¬ 
tory assignment. They know 
so thoroughly what their teach¬ 
ers want that long before they 
reach college many of them have 
lost all sense of their own iden¬ 
tities as writers, locked as they 
are into a preconception of 
their particular audiences. 

The most depressing sen¬ 
tence I have seen this year 
came from one of my 43 fresh¬ 
men writers, who, after five 
weeks and as many papers, 
wrote: *‘1 really do not un¬ 
derstand this poem very well, 
but 1 will try my very best 
to give you what you want ” 
I responded to this by saying: 
••You will make someone a love¬ 
ly wife or mistress, maybe you 
even eat college food uncom¬ 
plainingly, but I am your teach¬ 
er and vou do not know what 
I want. Do something for your¬ 
self.” She did, of course, 
try her very best Words strung 
out in perfect sentences, per¬ 
fectly vacuous—the self hidden, 
the self that will remain si¬ 
lent through an entire term 

Continued on page ll 

Intellectual Independence 
or Mid-Winter Skiing Holiday? 

Allen Thiher & George Bcrnauer " 

The aim of the Winter Term 
as envisaged when it was set 
up and as it continues to be 
described in various official 
College publications is, it ap¬ 
pears to us, to introduce in¬ 
to Middlebury's curriculum an 
educational experience uniquely 
different from that of the fall 
and spring semesters. By lim¬ 
iting to a single undertaking 
both the faculty's and student’s 
work load and by specifically 
encouraging the diversification 
of pedagogical structures to in¬ 
clude Independent projects, 
group projects, internships and 
courses on topics which are not 
normally taught during the two 
longer terms, the Winter Term 
seeks to be a qualitatively as 
well as quantitatively distinct 
experience in the academic 
year. Is it unique? Is it as 
unique and enriching as it can 
be? 

During the winter term we 
have just completed, approxi¬ 
mately 1400 students were en¬ 

rolled in 74 courses. This very 
heavy emphasis on course work 
seems to us to be not only 
unnecessary but also, at pre¬ 
sent. in conflict with the spirit 
and objectives of the winter 
term. 

The size of a small liberal 
arts college like Mlddlebury 
necessarily limits the range of 
topics and areas that can be 
studied within the narrow con¬ 
fines of its regular, more of 
less stable spring and fall cur¬ 
riculum. The more relaxed 
and diversified pedagogical 
structures and new topics which 
winter term legislation recom¬ 
mends and encourages seem 
meant to enable faculty and stu¬ 
dents to overcome these nor¬ 
mal curricular limitations and 
Initiate projects of interest not 
possible or available in the 
more restricted and restricting 
context of the spring and fall 
terms. Are we taking full «- 
advantage of the Winter Term 
to enrich the curriculum by 
expending as fully as possible 
the scope of intellectual in¬ 
quiry, multiplying our other¬ 

wise limited possibilities when 
approximately 1400 students 
are enrolled in 74 courses? 
We believe a much larger num¬ 
ber of Independent projects, stu¬ 
dent-initiated group projects 
and internships, all specifically 
sanctioned and encouraged by 
the Faculty Handbook in its 
guidelines for the Winter Term, 
would achieve this result more 
hilly. 

Moreover, an examination 
of the Faculty Handbook's guide¬ 
lines for Winter Term would 
seem to suggest that indepen¬ 
dent work is the essential in¬ 
gredient in making Winter 
Term a qualitatively unique a- 
cademlc experience. Not only 
does it specifically encourage 
Independent and group projects 
and internships, but the guide¬ 
line for courses states unequi¬ 
vocally: ‘‘All Winter Program 
courses should contain an ele¬ 
ment of independent study.” 
(LV, Cl, Lb) 

While the Handbook also 
specifically defines the objec¬ 
tive of the Winter Term ”to 
acquaint the student, through 
Intensive study, with an aspect 
of a discipline which is nor¬ 
mally not the topic of a re¬ 
gular fall or spring course,” 
a good deal of bavardage with 
students, a look at an admit¬ 
tedly unrepresentative survey 
on the Winter Term just com¬ 
pleted, and our own experience 
in admittedly over-subscribed 
winter term courses leads us 
to believe that the present em¬ 
phasis on faculty-originated 
courses Is not seriously attrac¬ 
ting students to become serious¬ 
ly involved In intensive study. 
The disproportionate emphasis 
thus far given to course work 
seems in many Instances more 
conductive to a ski-vacation at¬ 
mosphere than to fostering the 
goals of the Winter Term. 

If the student body is in 
fact, as it seems to be, dis¬ 
satisfied with the courses be¬ 
ing offered and incapable of be¬ 
coming seriously Involved in 
what is being taught, it would 
perhaps be fairer to the stu¬ 

dents and more in keeping with 
the design, objectives and for¬ 
mulation of the Winter Term 
to make possible, to encourage 
and even to insist that stu¬ 
dents undertake and initiate 
more Independent projects, 
group projects and Internships. 

To make this possible and 
to make what we think would 
be an Improvement in the Win¬ 
ter Term and allow the Win¬ 
ter Term to achieve more fully 
its unique objectives we offer 
the following suggestions. 

Our first proposal is sim¬ 
ply that the Winter Term be 
considered as primarily a 
period for Independent projects. 
We propose this for the rea¬ 
sons given above and also be¬ 
cause we not only believe that 
every student, during the course 
of his studies at Mlddlebury, 
should attempt to test his ca¬ 
pacity for Independent thought 
and study, but we also feel that 
the Winter Term, when there 
are no competing academic in¬ 
terests to conflict with a pro¬ 
ject, is best suited for inde¬ 
pendent study. 

The major objection to this 
idea is that there are not enough 
faculty members to offer full¬ 
time guidance and to evaluate 
critically all student projects. 
The answer to this problem 
must be that Independent pro¬ 
jects should be primarily a 
piece of work thought out and 
accomplished by the student 
Independently. Moreover, we 
have proposed that divisions 
consider the use of student 
tutors who could assist in¬ 
structors in the critical evalu¬ 
ation of these projects, especi¬ 
ally in those areas where a 
large number of students have 
shown a common Interest. The 
tutor’s project for the Winter 
Term could be to direct one 
or several projects in an area 
in which he has some compe¬ 
tence and Interest. 

Our second major proposal 
also concerns a form of inde¬ 
pendent study: the stude"i- 

Continued on page 10 

Crossing Departmental Boundaries 

by David Kunhard 

My suggestion can be sum¬ 
marized in one premise: You will 
have the greatest success with 
a major concentration if you take 
the time to organize your curr¬ 
iculum across departmental 
lines, following the guidelines of 
the Inquiry itself, and not those 
of the historically accidental pro¬ 
fessions: the Individual de¬ 
partments. 

There are four reasons why 
a major in one department is 
not a good idea. 

First, as is obvious to most 
who have advanced a* all deeply 
into any field, a student willl 

suffer in his concentration if he 
lacks the background to un¬ 
derstand the most closely related 
fields. This is most obvious in 
the Sciences, (One cannot go deep¬ 
ly into Chemistry, for Instance, 
without also studying Math¬ 
ematics and Physics) and it is 
true of any other area as well. 
One cannot understand adequat¬ 
ely the poetry, politics, or phil¬ 
osophy of an era without being 
acquainted with some of the other 
conditions or thoughts of that 
time. Therefore significant study 

of any one subject can only be 
accomplished when one has also 

carefully studied the related 
fields. 

A second and less obvious 
reason is that one can have a 
proper perspective of his study 
only with a view of comple¬ 
mentary areas of thought and 
expression. It is not possible to 
sav that one can have an honest 
or accurate view of his own work 
without having been exposed to 
ways of looking at life which are 
significantly different. For ex¬ 
ample, the student who limits 
himself to those areas in which 
he may comfortably use only 
‘intuitive’, ’emotive’, and ‘asso¬ 
ciative’ thought cannot have a 
clear idea of his limitation, or 
have a sophisticated idea of what 
he is m!sstn<»( and he certainly 
cannot be called broadly or lib¬ 
erally educated. The same ob¬ 
viously holds true of the stu- 
dent who tries to stick to the 
•objective’, ‘hard’, and ‘scien¬ 
tific’ side of thought. I suggest, 
for example, that the psychology 
student study literature, and that 
the philosophy student investigate 
economic history, with the care¬ 
ful and purposeful intent of com¬ 
paring the methodologies used 
and interest pursued.Eventually, 
it would help if the faculty assis¬ 
ted in going more deeply into the 
inter-relationships of subjects by 
courses,___ 

A third, still less obvious, 
but more important reason for 
structuring one’s major around 
more than one department Is 
this: Curiosity and Inquiry do not 
arise in the mind departmen- 
tally. It may be true that a good 
way to organize thought is by 
dellntatlng arbitrary boundaries 
between studies, but isn’t it also 
true that, 'When you study socio¬ 
logy or psychology it is not be¬ 
cause you are Interested in be¬ 
coming a professional in the field, 
but because of an Interest in 
learning something about human 
behavior which is best under¬ 
stood by looking at a range of 
thought from Chemistry through 
social psychology to religion, or 
physical behavior, sociology, and 
nl story 

And fourth, even (or espec¬ 
ially) those who do have a def¬ 
inite professional goal in sight 
ought not to concentrate in one 
area, precisely because those 
professional Interests would best 
be served by a wide spread of 
well-planned studies. For ex¬ 
ample, the future writer, should 
in order to give himself a ground 
from which to bounce off, go 
deeply into History or govern¬ 
ment or philosophy; and the fu¬ 
ture doctor should try to get a 
good understanding of literature 
or religion or psychology in or¬ 
der to feed a sensitivity to the 
emotional and psychic realms, 

which are so often the bases 
of diseases. 

What does all of this come 
down to? Don’t students right 
now have the opportunity to 
spread their studies across de¬ 
partmental lines? I would ans¬ 
wer that the opportunity alone 
is sometimes not enough. It is 
not by any means true that stu¬ 
dents (or faculty) make conscien¬ 
tious efforts to compare their 
courses and make sense of the 
planning of them. I don’t believe 
that declaring oneself a major 
in one department and then swim¬ 
ming around in the great open 
spaces of the rest of the college 
satisfies this need for compre¬ 
hensive planning. Is it not also 

good to cal' vour major lust ex¬ 
actly what It is? Thus I sug¬ 

gest the use of joint majors and 

majors witn a minor concen¬ 
tration to complement each o- 
ther. But in any case, you will 
find your experience to be much 
more successful if you set out 
a clear pattern of courses which 
all have some kind of rationale, 
some purpose in relation to the 
rest of your study, even if the 
purpose of a i^iyen course be 
to get far away from anything 
that you have yet done. Only 
with a solid, multi-area plan can 
you be aware of what any one 
concentration can afford you, and 
only then would you have a cur¬ 
riculum to react to and build' 
on. 
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Plans for Curricular Reform: 

Filling the Structural Vacuum 

Winter Term... 

by CIDDY ARING 

Mlddlebury has attracted and^ 
continues to attract some of the 

best qualified students In the coun¬ 
try. Hits year while many Ivy 
League Universities were report¬ 
ing a drop In applications for 
next fall's freshman cass, the 
Mlddlebury Admissions De¬ 
partment announced a 13 percent 
Increase In applicants over last 
year, making Mlddlebury one of 
the most selective colleges In 
the country. Does Mlddlebury 
warrant this spiraling pop¬ 
ularity? 

As It was put In the Cam¬ 
pus (February 25, 1971, “Admis¬ 
sions Rise Despite Trend") Mld¬ 
dlebury Is the embodiment of e- 
very prep and high school sen¬ 
ior’s Illusion of a small coed 
school In New England." How¬ 
ever, the results of a poll (News 
Calendar, Feb 24, 1971) point 
to a singular amount of dis¬ 
illusionment among the students 
once they have been at Mlddle¬ 
bury for a while. Only about 
half of the students polled said 
that they liked Mlddlebury with 
out reservations and about 12 per¬ 

cent of the students were tot¬ 
ally neutral towards Mlddlebury, 
disliked It, or loathed It. 

What goes wrong? As Pro¬ 
fessor Mumford said in his 
speech to the faculty at Bread- 
loaf last fall (Campus, Nov. 19, 
“Educational Standards at Mld¬ 
dlebury")* “Mlddlebury at this 
moment has everything going for 
It to become, not Just a good 
liberal arts college.....but a lib¬ 
eral arts college of the very 
first rank. It has an able and 
enlightened administration, a 
highly selected student body...an 
advantageous geographic sit¬ 
uation and finally- the key to the 
whole thing-* first rate faculty 
by almost any standard. 

“These are the Ingredients- 
but I think they have failed to 
Jell. We have not produced the 
climate of Intellectual In¬ 
quiry, disciplined endeavor, rig¬ 
orous standards, which one asso¬ 
ciates with a college of the first 
rank." 

Nothing can demonstrate 
the validity of Prof. Mumford’s 

M.C.A.11. Activiti es | 
“The Manus" Friday & Saturday 

The MJC.A.B. Night of Terror film “The Magus" will be 
shown In Dana for two showings: Friday, at 11 p.m. and Satur¬ 
day, at 11:30 p.m. Admission Is 50 cents. 

Tape Party Saturday 

Saturday night at 8:30 In SDU B the MjC .A .B. will sponsor 
a Tape Party. Special beverage and cheese refreshments 
will be served. Admission Is $1.25. 

“Is Man Superior to Woman?" Sunday 
\ MJC.A.B. will sponsor 

an open panel discussion on the topic “Is Man Superior to 
Woman?" on Sunday, March 28, at 4:00 in Proctor Lounge. 
Panelists include; Barbara Sullivan, Torle Osborn, Gretchen 
Amussen, Brad Winston, Obie Benz, and Milton Randle. Rag¬ 
ing controversy will be welcomed. . 

Fraternity Rush 
Fraternity Rush 1971 will be held the weekend of April 

16-18 and will be open to all men interested In joining fra¬ 
ternities. There will be an organizational meeting Wednes¬ 
day, April 14 at 7 PM in the Warner Hemlcycle to explain 
the procedures and rules of rushing. 

The fraternity system at Mlddlebury has changed con¬ 
siderably during the past few years. The trend Is away from 
hazing, beer blasts, and Isolation to community Involvement, 
closer ties with the hill, and a variety of social activities. 
With representatives on the MCAB, and the MCRA the IFC 
Is taking a much more active role in college and community 
affairs. The charge of isolation heard so often falls far short 
of reality. Joining a fraternity in no way cuts one off from 
the rest of the college since many fraternity men live In the 
dorms and all of them retain their friends on the hill. The 
structure of a fraternity offers one the alternative of living 
within the general structure of the college yet being able to 
decide for himself exactly how he wants to live and what he 
wants to eat. It Is only in the fraternity that self-governance 
exists totally. 

fraternity costs remain lower than college costs of room 
and board so that even with any additional costs of belong¬ 
ing to a fraternity the total bill Is only slightly higher, If at 
all higher, than college charges. All fraternities also offer 
pairing Jobs within the Individual houses which defray signi¬ 
ficant portions of the total bill. 

Any questions on rush may be directed to me at 388-9473 
or campus box 862. Bar ry DoggeU 

J rj aw 11 tv! Continued from page 9 
f M. U.I.I.J. Initiated group project, such 

courses are now possible ac¬ 
cording to the existing legisla- 

statement more than a look at tion, but student interest has, 
the results of this last Winter jq ^y the least, been lacking 
Term. On the whole, once the jf winter Term were primarily 
disciplined structure of the nor- a perioq for independent pro- 
mal semester had been removed, je^ts, we believe that students 
Mlddlebury students showed a sharing a common interest 
“complete lack of energy and would be more inclined to come 
Initiative". (Campus, editorial, together and to pursue a com- 
Feb. 25, 1971). mon interest. Dean O’Brien, 

who Is perhaps a bit more pes- 
As Dean O’Brien has point- S|mistic in this respect, thinks 

ed out “students at Mlddlebury the student government 
are clearly not living up to their should take It upon itself to 
potential " Perhaps it’s time, insure that some student-initi- 
as Sanford says In "Where Col- ated courses do exist and this 
leges Fail," to start questioning idea has been Incorporated in- 
what the college is'dolng, rather to our general preposal. In 
than simply finding ways of doing consultation with students and 
more of It; and to examine the faculty, the student government 
direction In which this College is would actively elicit the crea- 
headed. What kind of a person tlon of a certain number of 
Is developed from the average group projects in each di- 
Mlddlebury student? Is the prim- vision. We think the faculty 
ary aim of the liberal arts col- should also play a role in these 
lege the fullest possible develop- group projects. Each student- 
ment of the whole personality? initiated course would request 

a faculty member to attend at 
It is clear that in a world least periodically as an audi- 

of rapidly expanding knowledge tor. The instructor could then 
and increasingly vigorous Jobde- assist students as they desired 
mands, the college Is no longer and critically evaluate their 
able to prepare the student for work, 
his whole career. Should not the 
liberal arts college then seek to Our third major proposal 
develop the Individual to his ful- concerns courses that instruc- 
lest potential and postpone the tors might give. If an instruc- 
speclallzatlon of career training tor desired to give a course, 
for graduate school? he should be allowed to do so, 

especially if the course deals 
Yet In most colleges today, with some research in which he 

the highly structured and depart- is currently involved. This 
mentallr.ed learning experience would mean essentially that fa- 
wlth Its conformist orientation culty members would no longer 
more often Inhibits Individual de- be obligated to present Ks a- 
velopment and the growth of the cademic goods in new guises, 
qualities needed for a whole and as it currently does, while it 
complex personality: such qual- would allow individual faculty 
lties as flexibility, creativity, members to pursue their own 
openness to new experiences, so- project in the context of a nor- 
clal responsibility, independence mal course. Instructors who 
of thinking, and a disposition to do not give a course would 
inquire Into matters and to know direct independent projects and 
how the inquiry can most eff- attend student-initiated courses 
ectlvely be carried out. as auditors. In order to allow 

a maximum of enlightened 
The emphasis still remains choice, Instructors wishing to 

upon the mechanical business of £lve a course should offer a 
learning content and retaining course description in time for 
facts, rather than upon intellect- students to make plans for a 
ual inquiry-, learning in response project. The Winter Catalogue 
to challenge, and In response to should appear by October 1 
the Individual’s natural mental It would list the courses to be 
Inclinations. offered by interested instruc¬ 

tors and it might also con- 
Getting an education eontin- a 0f subjects on which • 

ues to be seen more as a mat¬ 
ter of acquiring units of know- 

the professors and understood by 
the students. 

Continued on page 15 

TAKE A HEALTHY GLOW 

with Bonne Bell 

other instructors would like to 
direct independent projects and 
thus offer suggestions to stu¬ 
dents for individual or group 
projects they may wish to ini¬ 
tiate. 

A fourth proposal we have 
made Is that grades for Win¬ 
ter Term be changed to "cre¬ 
dit" and "no-credit ’’ This 
should allow sufficient latitude 
to encourage the timid to un¬ 
dertake their own work and the 
risks that solid independent 
study often entails. 

In conclusion, then, it would 
seem that these proposals might 
meet most of the major criti¬ 
cism that students and faculty 
have made of Winter Term. 
Every student would thus have 
the right to determine how his 
time was to be spent most 
profitably and we believe that 
time spent on a serious in¬ 
dependent project is always well 
spent, even if the student learns 
only that he lacks the personal 
maturity or intellectual ca¬ 
pacity to work independently. 
These proposals would also re¬ 
lieve the faculty of the bur¬ 
den of being annually and ex- 
haustingly creative and inven¬ 
tive in other ways than they 
normally are And everyone, 
it is hoped, will be able to 
work In those areas which more 
intrigue and challenge him. 

The major flaw in this uto- 
pta we have just outlined is, 
of course, that it does not create 
automatically the community of 
learning which is the ultimate 
justification of a liberal arts 
college Normal classes do not 
seem to foster the creation of 
this community either and it 
is probably beyond the powers 
of curricular reform to bring 
this about. We only hope that 
these proposals, if adopted, 
might contribute to this sense 
of Intellectual community by 
stimulating more independent, 
intensive and mature intel¬ 
lectual involvement here at Mld¬ 
dlebury, while making winter 
term the unique experience it 
was meant to be. 
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on oth er campuses 
by CANNON WANN 

The Carnegie Commission on Higher Education purposed Saturday the 
adoption ot "Bills o< Rights and Responsibilities for membeisot Amer¬ 
ican colleges and universities, and suggested new guidelines tor campuses' 
responses to dissent and disruption. 

Di • Clark Kerr, tfie Commission's chariman, declared thai American 
campuses have been in "the greatest turmoil in all their history." Dis 
satisfaction and disattection that reflect concern for many current prob 
lems in our society are expected to be present on campus in the tutuie. 

The Commission recommends that members of each campus endeavor 
to agree on a bill ot rights and responsibilities applying equally to students, 
faculty, administrators, and trustees, "Too often in the past faculty mem¬ 

bers have set rules for the students but not foi themselves, or trustees 
have set rules for the faculty but not lor themselves. We believe the time 
is appropriate for certain rights to be applied equally to all members of a 
campus." 

Georgetown University's student-run FM radio station WGTB has been 
forced to temporarily cease daytime broadcasts by the school’s admin¬ 
istration because its transmitter allegedly interferes with a U'.S. Defense 
Dept.-sponsored laser beam research project in the University's physics 
department. 

The new broadcasting schedule, from 5 P'.M. to 9 A.M. is the result of 
an eleventh-hour compromise agreed to by Georgetown officials in the face 
of a federal court suit by WGTB. Pressure and support from the George 
town community for the station, who vowed to stay on the air "until they 
shut the power off," pushed the administration to assume the expense of 
adequate insulation in the science building where the laser beams are 
housed. 

Discussing how women have been indoctrinated to believe they are in 
ferior, Steinem spoke of her own education at Smith College wfiere she, 
like most women and minority group members, had been taught "white 
male history." She urged students to learn real history by including 
women's history and Black history in their studies. 

Steinem sees the sex-role revolution as a step toward humanism. If 
there were more women in high places, they could add a more "human" 
element to world decisions. "The masculine mystique is part of our for 
eiqn policy problems " 

Hill Exhibit: Optical Feast 
of Surrealist Stew 

A Schenectady County bust staged at dawn one morning two wt»eks 
ago resulted in the arrest ot thirty five alleged dope pushers among them 
off-campus Union College students Police agents, dressed as Western 

Union men, staged a 6 30 A.M. raid on the homes ot area youths and 
adults for whom some 80 warrants had been issued. The bust was in 
planning for several months, and uncovered large amounts of both "hard 
and soft" drugs, as well as drug utensils and weapons. 

One police source slated that there w.rs enough evidence at hand to 
stage another raid ot tfie same magnitude in tfie near future, and that 
"urea college students who think they ergoy immunity from the law might 
bo in fur a rude surprise." 

Thirty people including 22 Stanford students were arrested for 

blocking entrances to draft boards and an induction center in anti-war 

protests throughout the Bay Area last week. The demonstrators, most 

of them members of tfie campus non-violent co operative, Columnai 

House, staged the peaceful protests in San Francisco (13 arrests), in 

Oakland (12 arrests), and San Jose (five arrests). 

Meanwhile, University faculty, clergy and community members con 

tinued their similar demonstration at the San Mateo draft board for the 

third day. As in previous protests there, police ignored the blockade 
and took no action. 

The demonstrators’ statement to the press read "...It is not enough 

for us merely to cry out against the killing. We must act. Therefore we 

are nonviolently blocking the entrance to the draft board, the most direct 

link between America's civilians and its military. We urge others to con¬ 
tinue and enlarge upon these actions. 

In San Mateo. Stanford professors and Associate Dean of Students 

engaged in heated arguments with those trying to enter the draft board, 

one of them a Green Beret. The professors cntici2ed tfie "obvious 

double standard of justice in this country, as evidenced by the quick 
arrest of students" for their protests. 

Ui ’i la Slt.’iriun , . ritribuhnq editor of New York m.ig.i/ini-, ancJ day 

■r< spec i llist Dorothy Piimar addressed University of Bridgeport women 
■ < Women's I iberatim' ,md Rights. 

by John Hunisak 

In the wake of tired, dec¬ 
orative minimalism and more 
recently, a sort of warmed- 
over hybrid of earthiness and 
envlroment, the Johnson 
Gallery Is again aglow 

constructions, paintings, 
and collages. Anyone who vis¬ 
its the gallery between now and 
the show's closing on March 31 
will almost surely come away 
refreshed. The eye Is treated 
to an optical feast; one's mind 
Is alternately teased and de¬ 
lighted by the Imagery. 

Mr. Hill, who Is Professor 
of Art at Smith College, has 
developed a highly personal 
Idiom within recognisable tra¬ 
dition. Late surrealism Is his 
milieu: drawing, painted pass¬ 
ages, photographs, and various 
collage elements are combined 
with a calculated wit which Is 
both formal and associative. In 
“Old Times, Good Times (V)" 
the portrait of a turn-of-the- 
century, elegant lady Is 
“assisted"—In typical sur- 
realizlng fashion—when her 
head Is replaced by a dried 
pansy glued to the surface, 
which In turn Is surrounded 
by a halo of purple whis¬ 
kers. The oval mat- 
cut from some sort of In¬ 
vented, tacky wallpaper de¬ 
sign—Is further accomplice to 
the visual humor. Along the 
narrow cut of this matting, we 
find the same “whisker pur¬ 
ple" repeated: once again it 
appears—on the large paper 
flower which adorns our lady’s 
bosom. If this were not enough 
"optical garlic" for Mr. Hill’s 
synthetic stew, he anchors the 
composition at Its bottom with 
two bands of Intense color— 
fire engine red and kool-ald 
lime green. In the hands of 
anyone less a master of color 
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than Mr. Hill, the results 
might well lie disastrous. But 
consciously courting disaster 
and bending the results to his 
own ends Is the kind of vir¬ 
tuoso problem which Hill seems 
to relish. 

By referring to that per¬ 
ennial surrealist favorite, 
Alice In Wonderland, the art¬ 
ist has created > five panels • 
which are shinning displays of 
refined draftsmanship, as well 
as evocative poetry, both psy¬ 
chological and visual. By some 
association which remains part 
of the artist’s private realm, 
a photograph of Alice P. Lid¬ 
dell, remains a mystery since 
the photograph identified as 
hers has been deprived of her 
Image. She has been cut away, 
leaving only blank paper and her 
name. In hirnA the oval scar 

Cur r i cu lu m: 
Who Needs it? 
Continued from page 8 
cation, this means that courses 
in creative writing, drama, 
painting and the like should tie 
central (do 1 dare say "requir¬ 
ed") since they normally deal 
with affective materials more 
directly than the sciences. 
But, at the same time It clear¬ 
ly Indicates that these areas 
constitute disciplines - they are 
not places In the college where 
one "lets off steam," but where 
the ego comes to master the 
emotions by learning their truth 
in the situation In which the 
person lives. Love, for In¬ 
stance, Is a highly differenti¬ 
ated emotion which relies on the 
most accuratedlscrfmlnatlon of 
the truth jfan pgo function) of 
the relation between the people 
Involved That Is why good 
love poetry Is so hard to write 
and mush fs mush is mush. 
Nothing is more Individualized 
than the voice of the master 
popt, nothing is more banal 
than the dream-life of man¬ 
kind—perhaps that Is why we 
forget our dreams so easily. 

Thus, ff one wished to fly 
the flag of "Individuality’’ as 
an educational goal it would 
strongly suggest Introduction of 
affective materials inlothecur- 
rlculum and a certain kind of 
instruction. An equally com¬ 
pelling argument can he made 
for the claims of the ego as 
ego In Its need to know how to 
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where she once resided Is bal¬ 
anced by a positive oval from 
another photograph—clear lv; 
not our Alice at all! Myster¬ 
ious Mice (or perhaps non-Alice) 
assumes various guises in this 
strange wonderland of Mr. 
Hill’s imagination: a brooding 
lady without facial features a- 
gainst a black background; a 
beautifully drawn torso frag¬ 
ment; strange anatomical parts 
which are associated alternate¬ 
ly with jigsaw puzzle pieces and 
a child’s paper doll cut-out; 
the formalphotographofachlld, 
as well as a nude female whose 
buttocks would have been a de¬ 
light to Rubens or Courbet. 

Mr. Hill makes no attempt 
to obscure his sources or his 
Indebtedness to certain acknow¬ 
ledged sources of surrealist 
Inspiration In general. Thus, 
we find a series "Song of Love" 
which would seem to pay homage 
to De Chirico’s most splendid 
and evocative painting. Another 
work which features the letters 
A, E, 1, O, and U, Is called 
“Rimbaud’s Vowels." Allusion 
to the art of Magritte Is fre¬ 
quent In the kind of imagery, 
as well as the physical scale 
of Images employed In relation 
to the frame. "Dangerous 
Landscape" calls to mind Des- 
charne’s uncanny photograph of 
Dali wrapped In a shroud and 

Continued on page l2 

tell the truth about the world 
It lives In (the sciences) and 
for that function of the ego which 
must decide what to do 
practical life). If the ego 
abandons Its appraisal for truth 
of the world at hand, then It 
cannot make a differentiated and 
discriminating response in 
terms of the situation In which 
it exists. The response will 
Issue from the blind fantasy of 
the Id or a rehearsed response 

no longer opposite. The "situ- 
atlonallsm" which the student 
favored above only works If the 
ego Is a truth seeker, for lack¬ 
ing that delicate, discrimina¬ 
tion appraisal for truth, the 
ego treats all situations as the 
same and thus becomes much 
less than an Individual. 

Conference... 
Continued from page 7 

wnat can he said about the 
Conference as a whole is that 
the questions ana responses 
It provoked Inevitably reflect 
hack on Middlebury. Tuesday 
night showed that Middlebury 
students are just as capable of 
.effecting an irresponsible and 
unthinking reaction to their guilt 
over their lack of nolltlcal 
activity as mey were on May 
4, 1970. 

On the other hand, the large 
crowds at nearly all of the 
events showed that Middlebury 
students will listen, If some¬ 
thing Is worth listening to. I 
could not see how Daniel Neg- 
rln could have been upset fol¬ 
lowing his performance, for I 
thought that the audience gave 
him all he could expect In res- 
ponse to what was a complex 
and befuddling dance. 

I talked with Peter Schu¬ 
mann about his play and the 
audience Friday night. He said 
that the success of his work 
did not depend on an expected 
audience response. It Is app¬ 
arent that anyone whose work 
Is as excellent and honest as 
his would be able to rely on 
his performance and not on the 
audience’s Interpretation. 

And I say to you that wheth¬ 
er or not you liked each event 
during the latter part of last 
week, the fact that Conference 
was produced In such a way as 
to let the excellence and hon¬ 
esty of each work speak for 
Itself laid open large chunks 
of the experience of American 
media to our scrutiny. More¬ 
over, the Conference will leave 
an Impression much more pro¬ 
found than any In recent his¬ 
tory, an Impression that each 
Conference of the future should 
try to match In scope. 



Pace I? The Campus 

Freshman 
Composition 

Continued from page 9 

My private life, unexamlned 
but somehow splendidly a whole, 
exists outside the classroom, 
outside of what I write or speak, 
outside of my perceptions, apart 
from all and everybody except 
those to whom I choose to re¬ 
late. 

There are those of us pre¬ 
sently teaching English 101 who 
believe that such a “self" may 
not exist at all, who believe 
that what I know I can talk 
and write about, who believe, In¬ 
deed, that I may not know what 
I cannot articulate. The per¬ 
fect freshman carries around 
with him a notion of the self 
that feels; It absorbs; It knows 
what It likes without the en¬ 
cumbrance of the knowledge; 
It relates; It Is, In a work, 
Inviolate. We, as teachers, 
are not out to destroy that no¬ 
tion of self, nor to create, 
as some have said, a bunch of 
cynics. We do believe that 
the unexamlned self very short¬ 
ly ceases to exist in any mean¬ 
ingful context. What has this 
to do with writing or fresh¬ 
man composition? I would ar¬ 
gue, everything. 

Several of us this year have 
been experimenting with varl- 
our ways of approaching the sub¬ 
ject of composition, and we 
share our experiences, our suc¬ 
cesses and failures, In weekly 
staff meetings. We have asked, 
for example, that a student Ima¬ 
gine himself to be an object 
and write a few sentences about 
what he perceives from the point 
of view of that object. Anoth¬ 
er teacher asks that a student 
take a walk and describe pre¬ 
cisely what he sees and does 
as he takes that walk. 1 start¬ 
ed my classes by asking for 
an essay In which the writer 
was to describe a situation In 
which he was seduced or se¬ 
duced someone. The results 
were simply appalling in their 
utter lack of sophistication— 
simplistic sexual encounters 
showing an almost total ignor¬ 
ance that any act of seduction 
Involves Interrelationships of a 
very subtle nature—Jus* as does 
tne act of writing itself, bin 
perhaps I'll never get to that. 

These few examples of an 
approach may seem dissimilar. 
They are not. Whether taking 
a walk, assuming the identity 
of an object, or conceiving of 
himself seducing someone, the 
writer Is writing from the act 
of doing something, or Imagin¬ 
ing himself In the act of do¬ 
ing something. And then the 
mystery. What Is It about 
the activity of using English 
that seems to paralyse the wrl- 
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The Destruction of Laos 

Wm&w 

Continued from page 3 

well documented elsewhere—by sources 
ranging from Noam Chomsky to the 
Senate Judiciary Sub-committee on re¬ 
fugees and relief problems. (Headed 
by Senator Kennedy, the subcommit¬ 
tee has commited that six days worth of 
lof bombing In Laos, averaging 600 
sorties a day, costs as mucn as the 
entire refugee and relief budget for 
a full year.) 

The creation of so many refugees 
Is not an accidental by-product of the 
war. Rather, as Noam Chomsky has 
pointed out, It is clearly the object 
of American Policy. Like the NLF, the 

Pathet Lao has a well-developed ci¬ 
vilian Infrastructure and rural con¬ 
stituency; It too has been fighting a 
"peoples’ war.” To destroy such a 
politico-military force, an enemy must 
dislodge It from Its constituency. In 
other words, the only way to defeat 
a "people’s war” Is to eliminate the 
people, either by killing them or driv¬ 
ing them out of the countryside into 
more "secure" urban areas. It is 
just this kind massive migration—known 
as "forced-draft urbanization—that the 
U.S. has attempted to induce as basic 
counter-guerilla strategy in South Viet¬ 
nam, Laos and, increasingly, Cambodia. 

To the extent that six years of 
saturation bombing have succeeded In 
demoralizing Laotian civilians in the 
"liberated zones”—driving them off the 
land and depriving Insurgents of local 

food supplies and personnel-the Pathet 
Lao have been forced to rely more 
heavily on the North Vietnamese. The 
U.S. has, in effect, created the condi¬ 
tions for greater North Vietnamese In¬ 
volvement and then, as In South Viet¬ 
nam after 1964, used the presence of 
North Vietnamese troops as a pretext 
for continuing and expanding the bomb¬ 
ing. 

The air attacks have apparently 
stiffened the will and spirit of resistance 
of those Laotians who remain In the 
northern provinces. Forced under¬ 
ground into caves and bunkers during 
the day, peasants In Pathet Lao areas 
can often tend their fields only at night. 
The air war, needless to say has not 
aone much to endear the refugees to 
the cause of anti-communism. Many 
who have been forced to leave their 
villages are now increasingly drawn to 
the Pathet Lao; the B-52’s have acted 
as unwitting recruiters. 

The war on the ground has taken * 
terrible toll as well. The Meo par¬ 
ticularly have been victims of the long 
years of fighting. In October, 1969, 
their clandestine army numbered some 
40,000 men. Today, its estimated 
strength is no more than 10,000. It 
is known that the Meo forces have 
suffered at least 25,000 casualties. 
Many of the tribesmen have deserted 
but have nowhere to live; they and their 
families were moved out their moun¬ 
tain homes several years ago and have 
been moving ever since. 

Some observers have even express¬ 
ed concern that the Meo people in Laos 

may become extinct. The Kennedy 
sub-committee reports that, "of an es¬ 
timated tribal population of 400,000 in 
1960, at least 40 to 50 percent of the 
men have been killed and 25 percent 
of the women and children have fallen 
casualties of the war.” Twelve and 
thirteen-year old soldiers are not un- 
known among the Meo and, as these 
become harder to recruit, the UJS. 
is relying more on several thousand 
Thai troops and a new mercenary force 
of CIA-trained Cambodians. 

In Laos—even more so than In 
Vietnam—we are confronted with the 
spectacle of the world’s wealthiest, 
most powerful, and heavily industrializ¬ 
ed nation devoting Its ftercesome mili¬ 
tary technology to the devastation of 
one of the world’s most backward nations. 
And Laos is indeed one of the world’s 
most backward. It is barely even a 
nation. Most of Its people farm at 
a subslstance level. When surveyed by 
American social scientists several years 
ago, 20 percent of them were una¬ 
ware that such a country as Laos even 
existed. The remaining 80 percent 
believed that the earth was flat and 
peopled entirely by other Laotians. To¬ 
day, of course, the peasants have lost 
their primitive Innocence. Other Lao¬ 
tians do not fill the sky with super¬ 
sonic aircraft, destroy their homes, 
craterlze their fields, splash their chil¬ 
dren with napalm, and drive all who 
survive Into caves or refugee camps. 

ter? Why is it that what seem¬ 
ed perfectly clear In the mind 
becomes a garbled blob when 
It appears on paper? I have 
spent not a little time wonder¬ 
ing about this. A classic as¬ 
signment Is one In which you 
ask a student to explain Just 
how he knows where he Is when 
he reads a road map. Or a 
student is asked to describe 
exactly what he does when he 
takes a book out of the li¬ 
brary using the Dewey Decimal 
System. Any teacher interest¬ 
ed In writing cannot help but 
find the results fascinating. 

A group of us in the En¬ 
glish Department are Interested 
in exploring the possibilities of 
introducing into the Mlddlebury 
curriculum a one-term course 

in composition, required of all 
freshmen. We conceive of the 

of the course as a staff course 
drawing upon teachers in many 
disciplines. Furthermore, 
some of us hold to the belief 
that the teaching of a fresh¬ 
man class can produce some of 
the most rewarding moments 
that any of us are likely to 
have in the classroom and may 
set the tone for a student’s en¬ 
tire academic experience. 

Hill exhibit 

Continued from page 11 
standing amidst the rocks of 
Cape Creus. The title of one 
work names most of the lum¬ 
inaries of Parisian Surrealist 
art. 

For me, part of the de¬ 
light—and even quality—of 
these works resides in this 

"identification of inspiration” 
game, which has been a con¬ 
tinuing source of pleasure from 
the Renaissance to the present. 
Far more important, however. 
Is the sense of personal syn¬ 
thesis with which Mr. Hill has 
infused his work. Intimate in 
scale, exquisite in craftsman¬ 
ship, constantly Inventive in 
composition, these works com¬ 
mand respect and reciprocate 
with pleasure. 
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Myths of Technological Progress 

by Peter Adam 

An.ciica always has to be 
the biggest, the best, the tall¬ 
est and the fastest, The only 
thought which accurately re¬ 
flects the social and economic 
openness of America Is expan¬ 
sion. The most outstanding thing 
about American development Is 
that since Its inception as a 
nation, the forces of technology 
and democracy have been able 
to develop with a minimum of 
fears and resistances from the 
past. 

In Europe the thrust of new 
technology came upon a world 
already built, parceled out, 
stratified and orderly. The dis¬ 
ruption caused by mass Indus¬ 
try was resisted or accepted 
only fearfully—not alone by the 
old aristocracy, but also by the 
newly arising laboring classes. 
In America, where patterns of 

society had not yet crystallzed, 
the social disturbance brought 
about by technological change 
was minimised. 

This Is not to say that It 
did not exist or that the growth 
of industry did not blight A- 
merican cities or stunt Ameri¬ 
can lives. It was rather that 
these side effectSi of technology 
did not impinge upon a commun¬ 
ity which w®« rooted in the 
tenacity of centuries In a en¬ 
vision of labor and status In¬ 
herited from the past. If tech¬ 
nology upset American society, 
at least it upset a society 
which believed In mobility and 
which trusted change. 

The American view of tech¬ 
nology and technological pro¬ 
gress finds Its most accurate 
expression In the General Mo¬ 
tors Futurama at the New York 
World's Fair. (G.M. had such 
exhibits at both the 19 ft sand the 
1964 New York vlot-Vs Fair ) 
Visitors to this exhibit In 1964 
were shown the world of the 

One is never told how this 
utopia will be reached, but the 
subtle and not so subtle impli¬ 
cation is that through increas¬ 
ed consumption of the goods 
which corporations such as GM 

produce utopia Is just around 
the corner and world problems 
will be solved as soon as o- 
ther nations allow American 
Industrial power to bring them 
the benefits of industrial pro¬ 
gress. Domestic problems will 

wither away In the society of 
super-abundance General Elec¬ 
tric reminds us that• 'Progress 
is our most important product " 
The American consumer's ody¬ 
ssey to the wealthy and mean¬ 
ingful life Is a cloudless voy¬ 
age propelled by the American 
system of free enterprise and 
Industrial growth. 

prove it...The real nuts and 
bolts of problem solving must 
fall to business and business¬ 
men They alone hold the great¬ 
est potential for massive impact 
on our problems particularly 
In the areas of race relations, 
urban renewal, envirome. tal 
protection and world peace." 

This point of view assumes 
that problems caused by tech¬ 
nology In a more or less free 
enterprise system can be sol¬ 
ved by that system. It is att¬ 
itude and goals which are at 
fault, not basic structures or 
underlying foundations. A- 
merlcan Industry will solve our 
problems - If we will just leave 
It alone, it will do this for 

lightened capitalistic and the 
socialistic all have one thing 
In common: they assume that 
man can live In harmony with 
nature and technology. The Fu¬ 
turama-optimistic point of 
view sees man living that way 
now and the forces of tech¬ 
nology controlled only by the 
market bringing us a utopia of 
sorts. 

This view is harmfully 
naive, and dangerous; It ignores 
pressing problems. The enlight¬ 
ened capitalistic point of view 

that new business attitudes guar¬ 
antee solutions to technological 
problems Is hypocritical; the 
ultimate responsibility of the 
eorpoKUhm is to the stockhold¬ 
ers, and If social involvement 

is unprofitable, as it usually is 
when not undertaken solely for 
the sake of public relations, it 
is Ignored and abandoned The 
socialist point of view promises 
that man will live in harmony 
with nature and technology only 
when industry is freed from the 
profit motive and private own¬ 
ership 

Two more Imaginative 
views of technology and social 
change are offered by Peter 
Drucker in his book, "The Age 
of Discontinuity," and in the 
works of Buckminster Fuller. 
Their ideas are too complex 
to discuss in detail, but Druck¬ 
er sees international trade lead¬ 
ing In the direction of a world¬ 
wide economy, economic inter¬ 
dependence followed by world 
union of sorts. Fuller discusses 
science’ s role in changing 
man’s ideas about resource use. 
Once men start to care about 
spaceship Earth and conceive of 
their envlroment in this way 
rather than In terms of nation 
states, world union will be for¬ 
ged and resources used in such 
a way that technology will serve 
man’s social systems without 
damaging ecological systems. 

wire of Force. Doubly the mid- 
wife, for the fact of techno¬ 
logical progress provides peo¬ 
ple with the instruments of ever 
more indescrimlnate des¬ 
truction, while the myth of pol- 
tlcal and moral progress 
serves as the excuse for using 
those means to the very li¬ 
mit. I tell you, my dear sir, 
an undevout historian is mad. 
The longer you study modern 
history, the more evidence you 
find of the devil's guiding hand ” 

The opposite view of tech¬ 
nological progress is articula¬ 
ted by Stanley Kubrick and Ar¬ 
thur Clarke in their film;..,. 
"2001: a Space Odyssey." Here 
technological progress uninten- 
tionally provides man with a 
redefinition of mankind and 
changes somehow man’s re¬ 
lationship with the universe The 

pilot of the space vehicle trav¬ 
eling towards Jupiter Is an 
automaton more than an indiv¬ 
idual He works in coniunction 
with a computer far more in¬ 
telligent than himself; this does 
not bother him He constantly 
follows the orders of others; 
his hair is cropped short; he 
does not mind eating synthetic 
food. He is a young man any 
V.F.W. commandant would be 
proud of yet he is the first 
to be initiated into the ranks 
of those who see man s new 
role In the universe. (Norman 
Mailer approaches this point 
of view In his latest book, 
"Of a Fire on the Moon.’’) 

Of all the differing views 
of the nature of technology and 
technological change.. I do not 
know which one will prove to 
be the most accurate I hope 
it is Buckminster Fuller’s vi¬ 
sion, but it was once said that 
the universe is not only strang¬ 
er than man knows, but strang¬ 
er than man can know I su- 
pect the samp is true for the 
future. 

As sort of a post script, 
I would like to return to my 
first point. Because technology 
has been so much of a force 
In American development, A- 
merica is facing technology’s 
challenge more Intensely and 
In advance of other societies— 

The most radical view of 
technologlaal progress is ex¬ 
pressed by Aldous Huxley in his 
book, "Ape and Essence:’’ 
Progress.the theory that 

you can gain in one field with¬ 
out paying for your gain in 
another; the theory that you 
alone understand the meaning of 

future; modern cities, aesthe¬ 
tic and livable, adequate and 
pleasantly designed housing, ur¬ 
ban and suburban, fast super¬ 
highways with beautifully de¬ 
signed cars cruising eff¬ 
ortlessly across scenic 
landscapes. Men’s lives in the 
future were to be enriched by 
a cornucopia of consumer 
goods—ranging from stereos to 
refrigerators, obsolescence 
built ln« Problems such as ur¬ 
ban decay, pollution, crime 
were not In evidence - Nothing 
but time stood between Ameri¬ 
ca and the ecstacy which con¬ 
sumption of these goods would 
bring > 

The optimism expressed 
by the Futurama is quickly 
fading as American problems 
continue to grow faster than 
we can cope with them. W.W. 
Keeler, chairman of the Na¬ 
tional Association of Manufac¬ 
turers wrote recently: 
"We know...that the upsurge in 
crime is deeply rooted in ur¬ 
ban poverty, but we haven’t 
found an effective way to all¬ 
eviate It We know many of 
the personal tragedies unfolded 
In the lonely hearts columns 
are the by-products of a tech¬ 
nological society, but we are 
still groping for ways to im¬ 
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Going one step further in 
this vein, Alvin Toffler, In his 
book, "Future Shock" sees A- 
merlcan problems with technol¬ 
ogy as an outgrowth of "econ¬ 
othink ’’ The only consequences 
of technological change which 
are considered In advance are 
the direct and short-run eco¬ 
nomic consequences. If techno¬ 
logical innovation can be pro¬ 
fitable, It will be implemented, 
the only exception being de¬ 
fense. The solution, according 
to Toffler, is to have groups 
like the President’s Council of 
Economic Advisors Investigate 
the consequences of government 
and industrial actions on social 
and ecological systems Yet if 
the government were to have 
some sort of control over the 
Implementation of technological 
change, that would be socialism 
in some form or another Vo¬ 
ters would elect those who they 
thought would make the right 
choices about the implementa¬ 
tion of technology, and since 
leaders would have this respon¬ 
sibility they would have to have 
power to match. 

These three points of view J. 
the Futurama-ontimistie.the en-. 
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history; the theory that you know 
what’s going to happen fifty 
years from now; the theory that 
in the teeth of all experience, 
you can foresee all the con¬ 
sequences of your present ac¬ 
tions; the theory that Utopia 
lies just ahead and that, since 
Ideal ends justify the most abom¬ 
inable means, it is your priv¬ 
ilege and duty to rob, swindle, 
torture, enslave and murder all 
those who, in your opinion 
(which is infallible by def¬ 
inition), obstruct the onward 
march to the earthly paradise. 
Remember that phrase of Karl 
Marx’s: ‘Force is the midwife 
of progress.’ He might have, 
added that Progress is the mtd- 

it is being forced to Yet the ma¬ 
jority of American people see 
technology in terms of the fu- 
turama-optimistic misconception 
or the reform capitalism mis¬ 
conception. Richard Nixon and 
his silent majority are so wor¬ 
ried about protecting American 
myths from the encroachment 
of future realities, that Amer¬ 
ica is parallzed. It cannot act 
In response to future realities, 
because to admit them would 
mean that American myths 
would have to die. If America 
Is to survive, the problem of 
technology’s service to man 
must be facedjfew leaders am 
willing to do so 
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Structural Vacuum 
Continued from page JO 

As a result of this obcession 
to cover material, the amount 
of assigned reading in many col¬ 
lege courses exceeds what any¬ 
one could do intelligently or with 
any amount of enjoyment. As San¬ 
ford points out, students today 
have developed a sort of 'slave 
mentallty,,-they read “super¬ 
ficially with the examination in 
view, allowing themselves 
no opportunity to explore the 
pathways, to play with new i- 
deas, to enjoy the pleasures of 
Intellectual life...They do exact¬ 
ly and no more than what the 
hard masters require of them.” 

Instead of assigning a book 
a week in every course, 
wouldn’t it be better if all of 
the professors were to assign 
two or three books of background 
information for the term and then 
give the students a list of sug¬ 
gested reading? In that way the 
student would be able to follow 
a particular aspect of the course 
in depth which interested him. Al¬ 
so, seminars would then be more 
of a group effort, each student 
offering his own findings to the 
discussion, thus reducing the 
purely competitive and self-seek¬ 
ing aspect of college education 
today 

One of the most harmful 
effects of the students struggle 
to survive in this academic high- 
pressure system is that he is 
given little chance to feel cap¬ 
able of giving to others, or of 
providing leadership. The 
student’s resulting self-contempt 
and seeming apathy certainly 
hampers the development of so¬ 
cial responsibility. 

The student is given very 
little responsibility for planning 
and initiating his own education¬ 
al program. Once the motivation 
of grades and the coercion of 
the highly structured curriculum 
is removed, he is bound to show 
a certain lack of initiative and 
Intellectual curiousity just be¬ 
cause they were never expected 
or given then chance to develop 
these qualities. 

Thus, as Sanford says, in 
an educational system like the one 
described above, a system not 
unlike the one at Middlebury, 
the students may 'become com¬ 
petent technicians. It is very dif¬ 
ficult to imagine their becoming 
leaders of society or highly dev¬ 
eloped individuals. 

This is strongly reminiscent 
of Prof. Mumford’s comment on 
the kind of people Middlebury 
College turns out. “Our product, 
our students after four years at 

Middlebury have failed to gain 
something essential, I believe... 
they lack something which we as 
an institution fail to provide..’’ 

“What 1 mean is a tone, a 
character, an edge, an intell¬ 
ectual curiosity and a sense of 
pride in accomplishment,” says 
Prof. Murnford. 

What IS happening at Midd¬ 
lebury?. Having abolished the 
most disliked aspects of Middle- 
bury’s traditional curricular 
structure ( eg. distribution 
requirements, required exams in 
every course, numerical grading, 
and the five-course load) and hav¬ 
ing failed to institute any curr¬ 
icular Innovations to replace the 
failures of the old system, Mid¬ 
dlebury seems to be operating) 
in a structural vacuum. 

For instance, last spring, 
the Faculty agreed to the idea 
of suspending the distribution 
requirement only because they 
didn’t seem to be working. It 
never repudiated the theory be¬ 
hind the distribution require¬ 
ments, and had planned to sub¬ 
stitute a more workable plan 
this year. So what we have now 
is a theory for a distribution 
program with no program. This 
is the “negative” approach to 
curriculum reform at Mid¬ 
dlebury. 

What exists at Middlebury 
now, as Prof Murnford says, 
are 26 different departmental 
governments with 26 different ed¬ 
ucational aims. Courses are 
taught not because they are part 
of a planned curriculum but be¬ 
cause the professor thinks that 
the material is important and has 
been prepared in graduate school 
to teach it. 

Possible positive app¬ 
roaches to curriculum reform 
have not been considered or have 
been rejected—the breakdown of 
the departmental structure, for 
instance. Except during Winter 
Term, Middlebury lacks even any 
interdepartmental courses, thus 
limiting severely the kinds of 
courses taught and the possible 
educational viewpoints. De¬ 
partments are, as Former Dean 
of the Faculty and present 
Academic Vice-President Paul 
Cubeta said last year, “out¬ 
moded, obsolete, decadent, and 
infinitely corruptible.” 

As for grading, a proposal 
for a Pass-Fail option was shot 
down at a faculty meeting last 
spring. 

While other colleges are ex¬ 
panding their Independent study 
her of students qualified to par¬ 
ticipate in the, Middlebury has 
cut back on the number of 

500’s projects allowed—in part 
because of the overload on teach¬ 
ers but also because of the ‘a- 
buse” of the independent study 
program—a rather sad commen¬ 
tary on both faculty and stu¬ 
dent attitudes at Middlebury. 
Thus, as it presently stands, the 
student at Middlebury cannot in¬ 
vestigate what he is curious a- 
bout but onlv what can be in¬ 
vestigated through Middlebury’s 
limited course offering. 

Middlebury is clearly in need 
of a more rapid curriculum re¬ 
form. However, change at Mid¬ 
dlebury occurs in rather slow 
and methodical ways. It took three 
years for Dean O’Brien to get 
through a proposal to change the 
grading system from numerical 
grading to letter grades. Dean 
O’Brien’s excellent freshman 
year program, first proposed last 
spring, will probably not even 
be discussed by the faculty un¬ 
til next year, if ever. 

As Middlebury creaks along 
in its reforms, several colleges 
throughout the country have ex¬ 
perimented with curriculum in¬ 
novations that emphasizes the in¬ 
dividualized educational ex¬ 
perience and the breakdown of 
the traditional departmentalized 
curriculum (Campus, “inno¬ 
vative Curriculum: A 1,00k at 
Hobart College”, Feb 18, 1971). 

Many of the progressive pro¬ 
grams were established under the 
belief that if the student is giv¬ 
en primary responsibility for his 
own education, he will accept 
the responsibility and grow with 
it. The students are allowed 
greater freedom to pursue eitheir 
own Interests with the college 
serving as a set of tools. A __ 
wants to learn and the profess¬ 
ors will fill the role of intel¬ 
lectual guides. 

Probably the most full-blown 
of the ventures in independent 
study progress at colleges and 
universities across the country 
is the one at the newly estab¬ 
lished Hampshire College. The 
first two years at the college 
are spent in the School of Ba¬ 
sic Studies during which time the 
student is introduced to self-dir¬ 
ected inquiry and is expected to 

develop a desire and capacity 
tor Independent study. It is dur¬ 
ing these two years that the 
student Is to explore his in¬ 
terests and decide what his major 
Held os study will be. 

At Brown University any stu¬ 
dent or group of student can reg¬ 
ister for an independent project 
with the approval of a faculty 
sponsor. 

The breakdown of the depart¬ 
mental structure at many of the 
schools experimenting wtlh cur¬ 
riculum planning has enabled a 
broader base from which to view 
the traditional academic prob¬ 
lems. Thus instead of viewing 
education through 26 departmen¬ 
talized fields of knowledge, the 
problem-centered curriculum 
has evolved. 

The survey courses, the 
‘from-creation-til-now,* ‘from- 
t op-to-bottom’ courses that the 
freshman have so traditionally 
been exposed to are being re¬ 
placed by Freshman seminar 
courses centering around a pro¬ 
blem or theme in much the sam 
way that the Religion department 
at Middlebury has set up its 
Religion 101. 

Also another important 
change is in grading. Colleges 
such as Harvard, Stanford, 
Brown, Hampshire, Hobart and 
now provide for a Pass-Fall op¬ 
tion instituted under the belief 
that the traditional system has 
led often not to knowledge but 
to cheating and has encouraged 
students to take ’gut* courses 
rather than risk their averages 
on more challenging courses. 
Most of these colleges recog¬ 
nize the need for a reform in 
their reward system, changing 
the basis of motivation. The 
usual program offers the stu¬ 
dent a choice to be graded on 
one of the two systems- ABC- 
no credit or satisfactory-no cre¬ 
dit. 

Some Colleges have begun 
to encourage social responsibi¬ 
lity and community involvement. 
Stanford offers academic credit 
for “Work Shops On Political 
and Social Issues—a student-in¬ 
itiated, student-led program or- 
Stanford’s curriculum more di¬ 
rectly toward urgent social and 
political problems and to Involve 
lng solutions,” solutions to pro¬ 
blems such as air pollution In 
the Bay Area and the California 
logging policy. 

The workshops at Stanford 
demonstrate the trend to move 
outside of the four walls of the 
classroom to gain an understand¬ 
ing from the ’real* world. Col¬ 
leges such as Antoleh and Ben¬ 
nington have established work- 

study programs. Many colleges 
are collaborating with research 
institutions and providing ex¬ 
change programs with other 
schools, all in an attempt to in¬ 
crease their access to diverse 
competences and to break out 
of the traditional, narrow view 
of academic achievement. 

Several educators have ad¬ 
vocated the revision of the stan¬ 
dard College Entrance Examina¬ 
tion Boards to assess a wider 
variety of talents; skills and men¬ 
tal attributes and thus help the 
colleges to accept a student body 
with more varied backgrounds 
and interests. 

These are some of the edu¬ 
cational trends and curricular 
experiments which are taking 
place on campuses across the 
country. It is Important to 
note, however, that curriculum 
reform, no matter how innovative 
and well-thought out it is, is 
not going to work unless fa¬ 
culty and student attitude change. 

If the faculty are unwilling 
to risk stepping outside of their 
fields of expertise to learn along 
with the students in possible 
interdepartmental ventures, or if 
they refuse to relinquish their 
most cherished misconceptions 
on grading and teaching methods, 
the present educational system 
will become self-perpetuating 

and change will become nearly 
impossible. 

For example, one might cite 
the instance of the Economics 
professor at Middlebury who 
computes his students’ grades 
to the thousandth decimal point. 
It must have been a real blow 
to him when he had to round 
them off to a letter grade. 

Students, too, must change. 
No curriculum innovations will 
be instituted successfully If Mld- 
delbury students continue to dem¬ 
onstrate their usual lack of ini- 
atlve and ’spoon-fed’ mentality. 

The most tragic example 
of this is the fact that it was 
Dean O’Brien and not the stu¬ 
dents who proposed a new form 
of student government. 

Snowmobiles 

continued from page two 

more mechanical toy to a so¬ 
ciety that has come to regard 
the foot as a God-given lns-» 
trument for the operation of 
accelerator pedals. Perhaps 
the most charitable thing that 
can be said of them is that 
they are not in themselves ob¬ 
noxious. They are useful tools 
that have been turned into dan¬ 
gerous toys by irrespon¬ 
sible users. 

Anyone Interested in working 
with this group should contact 
Mr John Keene, 34 Maple St. 
Essex Junction, Vermont, or 
the Sierra Club. On the other 
hand, anyone who is interes¬ 
ted in working for or contact¬ 
ing the snowmobilers should 
write anyone of the 75 snow¬ 
mobile clubs in Vermont that 
form the Association of Snow 
Travellers, or Chris Barbieri 
of the Mt. Mansfield Snowmobile 
Club. 

Vermont Hospitality 

AMERIKANIS 
1971 CRUISES TO 

BERMUDA 

$165 
From New York on MARCH 27 

Including all meals Ship as Hotel in Hamilton Harbor 

FISHER TRAVEL SERVICE 

Main Street Middlebury, Vt. 

Phone 388-7909 Office Hours: 9-12, 1-4 

Saturdays by Appointment Only 
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Gas Station Causes 
Zoning Controversy 

As a result of a question¬ 
able interpretation of a zoning 
boundary, theMiddlebury Board 
of Selectmen is embroiled 
in a controversy over whether 
to declare the former Moose 
Provoncha filling station a part 
of the town commercial or res¬ 
idential zone. Middlebury Col¬ 
lege, which owns property on 
both sides of the Provoncha 
land, has expressed an interest 
to the Catholic Diocese, which 
owns the land, to purchase it. 

A public hearing was held 
on Tuesday, March 9 on an 
appeal by St. Mary’s Parish 
that its property he made 
part of the Middlebury town 
commercial zone rather chan 
the residential zone. 

The Provencha property, 
which up until 1969 , was an 
Esso gas station, is located 
on Main Street next to the Fed¬ 
eration Building, a property 
which the College owns. Mid¬ 
dlebury College also owns the 
two brick houses between the 
closed-down Provoncha prop¬ 
erty and Sam’s Market, along 
with the property behind the old 
filling station. 

The gas station operated 
until the death of Moose Pro¬ 
voncha in September of 1968 
and was continued unsuccess¬ 
fully for a shori. period of time 
after bv a student. The station 
nad Deen the popular stopping 

going through a renewal pro¬ 
cedure. 

According to Mr. James 
Ross, Business Manager, the 
College is interested in pur¬ 
chasing the property; if the 
property were purchased grass 
and trees would replace the 
building there now. Ross said 
the College is interested in pur¬ 
chasing it from the Catholic 
Church for as low a price as 
possible, as other interest in 
the property is not overriding. 

The problem of whether or 
not the property is residential 
or commercial arose from an 
interpretation by the Zoning Ad¬ 
ministrator, Mr. DavidtCraw- 
ford, also Town Manager. Mr. 
Crawford previously had 
trouble interpreting alone on 
a zoning map, and placed the 
property in a residential zone. 

The diocese had 30 days 
after that decision to file a 
petition in court to reverse it, 
which was done by Middlebury 

attorney John Barrera. The 

Parish also has as another 

avenue of approach the poss¬ 

ibility that the Board of Sel¬ 
ectmen will reverse Mr. Craw¬ 
ford’s ruling. At the Board 
meeting on March 9, a request 
to rule on the rezoning was 
tabled until the next meeting on 
March 23. 

erty was always considered in 
the commercial zone and was 
listed so in the town master 
plan. Furthermore, the -re¬ 
valuation of the land and build¬ 
ing has been set at $26,000 
and is taxed and has been taxed 
as commercial, not residential, 
even after the decision by Mr. 
Crawford. Mr. Barrera admitt¬ 
ed that the diocese has had two 
offers of close to the above 
price, but said the buyers are 
only interested in the commer¬ 
cial potential of the property. 

Reverend John Shortill of 
St. Mary’s Parish affirmed that 
the Church was very much in¬ 
terested in the welfare of Mid¬ 
dlebury but posed the point that 
it was asking a lot of the 
Church to give up almost 
$25,000 so a lawn could be put 
in. The Reverend indicated that 
very little money could be real¬ 
ized out of the sale of the 
property as residential. He was 
aware that Middlebury College 
would not offer much money 
for the property if it was res¬ 
idential. 

A member of the original 
zoning commission stated at 
the hearing that it was the in¬ 
tention of the commission that 
the property be in a commer¬ 
cial zone, and claimed it was 
listed and shown as such on 
earlier maps. The line was in¬ 
tended to be on the south side 
of the property, as opposed to 
the interpretation of Mr. Craw¬ 
ford, who ruled it on the north 
side. The map was reproduced 
by Middlebury Professor Vin¬ 
cent Malmstrom, (head of the 

Mr. Barrera, in his argu¬ 
ment for the Church, said that 
the immediate question before 
the Selectmen was not to dis¬ 
tinguish whether a line had 
been inaccurately drawn but 
simply whether the property in 
question should be residential 
or commercial. 

The prevailing opinion at 
the hearing seemed to favor 
the property as commercial. 
Several people proposed that 
a decent looking small 

office or retail shop could be 
adequately set up on the prop¬ 
erty maintaining the colonial 
New England small shop tra 
dition. However, several others 
complained that the gas station 
was an eyesore. 

The opinion of Mr. Ross 
was that the eventual decision 
of the Board of Selectmen will 
be to declare the property in 

.the commercial zone. However 
the question on where the sep¬ 
arating line officially should be 
is being decided at this time 
in Addison County Court. 

Parking Proposal 
continued from page one 

lege and former Chairman of the 
Planning Commission, firmly 
stated that any suggestion of that 
nature should first be received 
by the Planning Commission Da¬ 
vid Van Vleck, Biology Profess¬ 
or, backed Malmstrom and ask¬ 
ed If the Planning Commission 
had a Biologist, an Ecologist 
and someone with an “artistic 
eye”. He felt that a member 
In each of these fields was very 
necessary for deciding such iss¬ 
ues as the one at hand. 

Along with the petitions de- 
place for most Middlebury stu¬ 
dents, however in 1970 after 
the station had been dormant 
for a year, zoning law required 
that the gas station could no 
longer be reactivated without 

BEN FRANKLIN 

Your Complete 

Variety Store 

Main Street, Middlebury 

Next to the Campus Cinema 

Mr. Barrera, as attorney 
for the diocese, asked those 
in attendance, “Does it make 
any sense at all to zone this 
property residential?” The dio¬ 
cese maintains that this prop¬ 

Foreign Car Repairs 

Planning Commission) and 
some of his students, who re¬ 
drew the lines as straight lines 
without regard to existing prop¬ 
erty boundaries. 

General Repairs - Road Service 

WEYBRIDGE 
GARAGE 

Middlebury, Vermo.il 

MORGAN HORSE FARM ROAD 

Jim D’Avignon 
Proo. 

Call: 
388-7652 

daring opposition to the pro¬ 
posal, a further demand was 
made that “full disclosure and 
discussion of any such plans be 
made In a duly warned public 
hearing before any further ac¬ 
tion Is taken by the Board of 
Selectmen.” 

Follow the sign of the 

HAPPY BAKER 

BAKERY LANE FOOD SHOP 

11 WASHINGTON ST 

across from the Grand Union Plaza 

FRESH. DELICIOUS BAKED GOODS 

Verde-Mont 

Gift Shop 

LEATHER SHOP 
50'/2 MAIN STREET 

1. ) We have smoking needs 

2. ) We now have sandals— all orders taken! 

3. ) Also don't forget we do patches, repair 

work and anything your little heart 

desires!! 
Main Street 

Middlebury 


